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Address:  The Nature Conservancy, 14 Maine Street, Suite 401, Brunswick, ME 04011; 
e-mail: nicholas.wolff@tnc.org;  
 
Citizenship 
USA and Australia 

 
 
Education 

• University of Queensland, School of Biological Sciences, Ph.D., Feb. 2017 
• University of Rhode Island, Graduate School of Oceanography, M.S., 1996 
• Bowdoin College, B.A., 1989 

 
Employment 
2016-present 
Climate Change Scientist, The Nature Conservancy, Brunswick, Maine, USA 

• Conduct climate change / conservation research 
• Support decisions and strategy development 
• Assist with and/or lead preparation of manuscripts, presentations, grants, reports 
• Prepare content (maps, visualizations, data, etc) for website 
• Collaborate on numerous projects, including travel and workshop presentations and committee duties 

 
2010-2015 
Research Officer, University of Queensland, School of Biological Sciences, St Lucia, 
Queensland, Australia 

• Spatial modeler / GIS specialist 
• Data analysis, visualization/mapping, management 
• Conduct coral reef field research 
• Assist with and/or lead preparation of manuscripts, presentations, grants, reports 
• Prepare content (maps, visualizations, data, etc) for website 
• Collaborate on numerous projects, including travel and workshop presentations and committee duties 

 
2002-2010 
Research Associate, University of Southern Maine, Department of Environmental Science, Aquatic 
Systems Group, Portland, Maine, USA 

• Data analysis, visualization/mapping, management: serve as Database Manager for Gulf of Maine 
Census of Marine Life Project.  GIS manager 

• Conduct oceanographic field research: responsible for deploying, maintaining various instruments. 
Serve a chief scientist on many cruises 

• Supervise students, staff (Research Assistants (2006 – 2009); Web Designer (2006 – 2010)) 
• Assist with preparation of manuscripts, presentations, grants, reports 
• Prepare content (maps, visualizations, data, etc) for website 
• Collaborate on numerous projects, including travel and workshop presentations and committee duties 
• Laboratory Safety Officer for Aquatic Systems Group 

 
2000-2002 
Research Associate, Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences, West Boothbay Harbor, Maine, USA 

• Data analysis, visualization/mapping, management 



• Conduct oceanographic field research: responsible for deploying, maintaining various instruments. 
Serve a chief scientist on many cruises 

• Supervise students 
• Assist with preparation of manuscripts, presentations, grants, reports 
• Collaborate on numerous projects, including travel and workshop presentations 
• Manage laboratory 

 
1998-2000 
Research Assistant, Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences, West Boothbay Harbor, Maine, USA 

• Data analysis, visualization/mapping, management 
• Conduct oceanographic field research: responsible for deploying, maintaining various instruments 
• Assist with preparation of manuscripts, presentations, grants, reports 
• Laboratory and microscopy work 

 
1997 
Research Assistant, California Department of Fish and Game, Monterey, CA, USA 

• Conduct field research (SCUBA): Fish censuses and transects along Monterey and Big Sur 
coasts, comparing rock fish communities inside and outside marine reserves 

 
 
 
Research interests 
In my new role at The Nature Conservancy I use climate change analysis to support decisions and 
strategy development across TNC’s conservation programs.  I search for natural solutions to the 
major environmental and social challenges a changing climate poses for nature and people.  Current 
research includes investigating links between forest cover, local temperature regulation, and human 
health in tropical forest landscapes.  My goal is to quantify the role tropical forest conservation can 
serve in helping people adapt to a changing climate.  Additional research includes measuring the 
emissions mitigation potential of traditional fire management practices in global savannah 
landscapes. 
 
Ph.D. (and ongoing) research focused on understanding the impacts of natural and anthropogenic 
disturbances on coral reefs, particularly in the context of climate change. My goal is to provide 
science that will deliver improved management.  To do this, I integrate large-scale datasets of 
thermal stress, ocean acidification, cyclone tracks, terrestrial runoff (and other disturbance layers) 
with climate projections and ecological models to predict coral reef futures.  These predictions offer 
insights into where local management efforts will provide the most benefit in the coming decades. 
 
 
Relevant software 

• ARC GIS (user since 2000) 
• Matlab (user since 1998) 
• Marxan (user since 2010); Official trainer in June 2015 
• R (user since 2009) 
• MS ACCESS (user since 1998) 
• PostgreSQL (user since 2008)  
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