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Big Conservation: People Make it Happen

By any measure, 2022 was a successful year for The Nature Conservancy 
in Kansas—and for the people who make us so effective. We completed the 
five-year, $17.5 million Generations campaign, and I was awed by the powerful 
support from thousands of TNC members across Kansas and around the world. 
In 2022 alone, our trustees, staff, donors, and volunteers contributed more than 
$4 million to support the "Big Conservation" we do. Many of these people also 
provided political power, expert counsel, technical advice, and guidance on an 
overwhelming number of opportunities and challenges. 
 

We remained committed to large-scale conservation that is science-based, durable, and beneficial to all 
the people our work impacts. Thousands of people helped us bring tens of thousands of additional acres 
under permanent ecological protection—and they helped us improve the natural condition of hundreds of 
thousands of more acres. That's Big Conservation. 
 
The people who support us financially, intellectually, and in many other ways made it possible to advance 
our work on Terrace Lane Farm in Dickinson County. That property, half-native pasture/half cropland, will 
be a place we work with farmers, ranchers, and ag researchers to test cutting-edge production practices. 
Those practices will lead to improved soil productivity, ecosystem health, agricultural profitability, and 
reduced water contamination and greenhouse gasses. The lessons we learn there will help improve food 
production on millions of privately-operated acres. That's Big Conservation.  
 
Kansas is also at the heart of two multi-state, vast grassland conservation programs: the Flint Hills Initiative 
across 4 million acres of eastern Kansas and northern Oklahoma and the 71-million acres Southern High 
Plains Initiative that includes western Kansas, eastern Colorado, and parts of Oklahoma, Texas, and New 
Mexico. In these two priority geographies, The Nature Conservancy leverages our supporters' resources 
to create lasting outcomes through land protection and management, connecting entire ecological 
landscapes, and helping at-risk wildlife move and adapt to climate change. That's Big Conservation.  
 
These endeavors include our traditional work to protect land and waters, and they also rely heavily on 
collaboration with ranchers to improve the health and productivity of rangeland. Grazing cattle can produce 
healthy grassland ecosystems, but economic pressures and lack of resources and information make it 
difficult for some land managers to make changes. Our work in the Flint Hills, Southern High Plains, and 
other large native prairie landscapes is making a difference that benefits people around the globe. That's 
Big Conservation.  
 
The amazing successes of The Nature Conservancy in Kansas are gifts from people—our incredibly 
talented and expert staff, stellar trustees, and powerful and generous supporters. Every piece of the 
landscape we protect, restore, connect, and conserve stands in testimony to the Big Conservation these 
people create. 
       Thank you,
 
 
       Rob Manes 
       Kansas State Director, The Nature Conservancy
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292-Acre Land Donation
Has Ripple Effect

Five years ago, a long-time member let us know that he 
had included The Nature Conservancy in his estate. Upon 
his passing late last year, we learned that the bequest was 
of 292 acres of land in Cowley County, Kansas.  
 
"This property is in an area of the Flint Hills that 
doesn't have a lot of permanent protection," explains 
Tony Capizzo, Flint Hills Initiative Manager. "I think 
that when people see the work we plan, to restore fire 
and plant more native species, it will inspire more 
protection," 
 
In addition to that potential, the approximately $1 million 
value of the land was used as a required match for a grant 
that will protect 3,700 acres elsewhere in the state. 
 
"We still need to determine what long-term protection 
will look like for this property, but we're going to leverage 
this donation in as many different ways as possible," says 
Capizzo.  
 
Not all donations of land can be kept as conservation 
properties, but all support vital conservation work. 
You can learn more about the different ways to leave a 
legacy of nature for future generations at nature.org/
plannedgiving  or contact Kelly Blandford at kelly.
blandford@tnc.org.

The mission of 
The Nature Conservancy 
is to conserve the lands 
and waters on which all  

life depends.

We envision a world 
where people and nature 

thrive.

The Nature Conservancy
2420 NW Button Road
Topeka, KS 66618

785-233-4400
kansas@tnc.org
nature.org/kansas

Cover: Bison calf in snow 
© Jenny Zhao/TNC Photo Contest 2022 
 
This Page: Shallow water along sandbar © Rory Doyle
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$1.4M
to projects 

outside Kansas

100 
acres protected in 
Anderson County

33.58 
stream miles 

improved

1,417 
acre 

expansion at 
Smoky Valley 

Ranch

24M 
dollars 
raised

2,519 
volunteer hours

contributed

3,021 
new acres

permanently
protected in the 

Flint Hills

33
 farms enrolled in 
Rattlesnake Creek

irrigation 
efficiency project

154 
acres added 
to Cheyenne 

Bottoms 
Preserve

1 
new river 

joins 
Sustainable 

Rivers Project

15k 
members 
in Kansas

193k 
acres of 

improved 
land 

management

Thanks to the dedicated and effective work of its professional staff and 
volunteer board of trustees, along with thousands of generous donors, The 
Nature Conservancy in Kansas has much to celebrate as we review the past 
five years. Our programmatic work in support of our mission—to preserve the 
land and waters on which all life depends—has expanded materially, the staff 
to accomplish this work has grown apace, and the critical fundraising to put this 
essential work on-the-ground has reached a new, record-breaking level. All of 
this was accomplished in an environment where public support of conservation, 
as well as potential government funding of this work, seems newly invigorated. 
 
In Kansas, where public lands are quite limited compared to other states, land 

conservation remains an understandable priority for The Nature Conservancy. We are pleased to have 
protected an additional 50,909 acres between 2017 and 2022, including the Terrace Lane Farm near 
Abilene, which will be operated as a demonstration site for leading farm and ranch management practices. 
Through our advocacy and education efforts, we have also influenced an additional 193,409 acres owned 
by others to engage in more robust conservation practices. 
 
This past year also saw the emergence of the Southern High Plains Initiative, which brings the five states 
of Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas together to work collaboratively preserving 
landscape-scale tracts of native grassland. This work, accelerated by innovative acquisition financing, 
promises to help meet The Nature Conservancy’s ambitious global land conservation goals. 
 
Essential work also continued to improve the condition and operation of high-priority rivers, streams and 
other freshwater ecosystems. These projects are multi-year efforts to bring lasting water-quality benefits 
to the citizens and wildlife of Kansas.  
 
The Site Wind Right tool, first developed in Kansas, expanded in 2022. The new Site Renewables Right 
map identifies where both wind and solar energy can be developed in the central U.S. while still conserving 
important wildlife habitats and natural areas at the same time. Site Renewables Right covers 17 states and 
is being adapted for international use. 
 
As a financial foundation for all of this, we were delighted in 2022 to announce the successful completion 
of our $17.5 million Generations campaign, a five-year effort to raise a record amount of cash funding for 
Kansas conservation priorities. Including donations of land and in-kind gifts, our campaign raised a total of 
$24,201,530. This is an outstanding result. Thank you. 
 
I close by thanking our hard-working and generous board of trustees, particularly my predecessor as board 
chair, Brad Bradley. Brad served as chair for four years, double the standard term and during the pandemic 
years, and is responsible for leading the way on everything described above. He will remain active on 
our Board and has also been tapped to lead volunteer efforts on soil health and regenerative agriculture 
nationally for The Nature Conservancy. I would be hard-pressed to identify an individual whose passion for 
the TNC mission exceeds Brad’s.

Thanks to you all, 

 
Bill Lyons 
Chair, Kansas Board of Trustees

LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Generations Campaign, 2017-2022



When you think of endangered ecosystems, the prairie might not be the first that comes to mind. The 
reality is that the world has already lost more than half its grasslands. Grasslands enrich our world with 
epic wildlife that inspires us, food and water that nourishes us, and ways of life that define us as a people. 
Yet every year, more grasslands are degraded, fragmented, developed, and plowed. And tallgrass prairie 
has fared far worse than other grassland types. The last significant expanse of tallgrass prairie remains in 
the Flint Hills of eastern Kansas and northern Oklahoma. Here, there is more tallgrass prairie than all other 
places combined. 
 
The Flint Hills offer dramatic, rolling panoramas of breeze-bent grasses, wild flowers, and unbounded skies. 
In this grand grassland wilderness, prairie-chickens, bison, seldom-seen birds, rare fishes, bumble bees, 
and a host of other wild creatures find bountiful habitats. The tallgrass prairie's strength and resilience 
were acquired through eons of fire, grazing, and extreme temperature and precipitation. It's a place where 
people connect with the prairie and its wildness. 
 
The Nature Conservancy's work in the Flint Hills starts with long-term protection—sometimes owning land 
as a nature preserve but mostly using conservation easements and other tools on land owned by others to 
ensure the last of the tallgrass prairie doesn't get plowed or fragmented. Then we take it a step further and 
look at how the land is managed. Working alongside private landowners and ranch operators, we help them 
adopt conservation practices to ensure the land doesn't get degraded.

This year, Josh and Gwen Hoy of the Flying W Ranch in the Flint Hills worked with The Nature Conservancy 
on both fronts. They granted a conservation easement on 1,594 acres of their ranch and worked with Shelly 
Wiggam, Conservation Easement Stewardship Initiative manager, to start projects like controlling trees 
and old world bluestem, grazing plans, and improving wildlife habitat while also maintaining forage for 
livestock.

What led you to ranching for a living in the Flint Hills? 
 
JOSH HOY: I was reared in the Flint Hills. I'm a fifth-generation rancher. The Flying H Ranch is my 
family ranch located just north of Cassoday, Kansas. I grew up helping my grandfather, following him 
around like a pup riding out horseback at three in the morning to help neighbors and prowl pastures. 
He was a true old-school pasture cowboy, and my father was an English professor who taught history 
and folklore. Between them, I developed a love for ranching and cowboy culture and for the art of 
stockmanship. As a young man, I cowboyed in a dozen states from Maine to California, working on 

Q&A

For This Family, Saving the 
Last of the Tallgrass Prairie 
Isn't Hyperbole

FAMILY AFFAIR Daughter Josie joins Josh and 
Gwen Hoy on horseback to move cattle on the 
Flying W Ranch. © Laura Mead 

7 6     THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2022 YEAR IN REVIEW



effort to protect and enrich a piece of prairie if it 
was chopped up and fractured when I was gone. 

My cousin and I started trying to get conservation 
easements on our ranch as soon as we bought the 
first thousand acres in 1996. At first, we struggled 
to find anyone in our area who even knew what 
a conservation easement was. Soon I met and 
befriended Brian Obermeyer of The Nature 
Conservancy at a Tallgrass Legacy Alliance 
meeting. He started us down the road to where 
we are now. We began with the Grassland Reserve 
Program, [a USDA easement program that is 
no longer offered.]  This year, we were able to 
get a conservation easement with The Nature 
Conservancy on all of our remaining acres. I 
was able to convince my folks to put easements 
on their Flying H Ranch; theirs are through the 
Ranchland Trust of Kansas. We've also gotten 
several neighbors to place easements on their 
adjoining property and have created a substantial 
block of perpetually protected ground. 
 
Did your impression of conservation easements 
change after working with The Nature 
Conservancy? 
 
JOSH: Yes, the process was very collaborative. 
Our GRP easements were very one-sided with no 
ability to give input and no flexibility. The care 

and effort by all The Nature Conservancy staff 
was impressive and appreciated. 
 
What does the technical support, management 
plans, and facilitation you receive from The 
Nature Conservancy mean for you and your 
ranch? 
 
GWEN: Having Shelly and the Conservation 
Easement Stewardship Initiative is the reason for 
us jumping off into the tree management project 
we just started. That program is helping us plan 
winter grazing and some spring restoration 
projects. Without it, we wouldn't be able to get 
most of these even started. It's hard enough to 
keep the daily operations of the ranch running. 
Having this kind of support is wonderful. 
 
JOSH: We were very excited to learn about The 
Nature Conservancy's Conservation Easement 
Stewardship Initiative when it began a couple of 
years ago. It is perfect for enhancing our efforts 
and making us more effective in executing our 
plans. It can be overwhelming to navigate all the 
programs and projects out there. The Nature 
Conservancy definitely helps with that. 

dozens and dozens of ranches. I never found 
any country more beautiful or better suited to 
ranching than my native Flint Hills. So when my 
cousin approached me about starting a ranch 
together, I never considered settling anywhere 
else. The rich biodiversity and natural fertility of 
old growth tallgrass prairie is like nowhere else in 
the world—and conservation ranching is the only 
tool we have to save what little is left.

GWEN HOY: I grew up on a hog and row crop 
farm near Burlingame, Kansas. It seemed like our 
whole life was a struggle fighting nature: killing 
weeds, drought or flood, suffering from storms 
and diseases. We had relatives we would visit on 
the other side of the Flint Hills near Walton. As 
we would drive through the hills, I would dream 
of riding my horse through those beautiful hills. 
After college, I moved to Chase County to work 
for the Crofoot ranch, and I've been cowboying 
and ranching here ever since. 
 
Why do you want to implement conservation 
practices on your land? 
 
JOSH: Working horseback all over the country, 
I could see how degraded and altered most 
landscapes were. The ranches that I worked on 
that were thriving with healthy people, animals, 
and land were ranching with nature—not 
struggling against it. The first thing I did when 
I partnered up with my cousin, Warren Kruse, 

on what would become our Flying W Ranch was 
talk to some of the conservationist ranchers I 
respected the most; to start figuring out how to 
best achieve my goals of preserving and enriching 
the prairie.
 
GWEN: Growing up in conventional agriculture, 
I realized how awful and exhausting fighting 
against nature can be. When Josh and I met and 
soon married, being introduced to conservation 
ranching seemed like the most natural and 
wonderful way to live. Working with nature 
and staying out of her way is fun and deeply 
satisfying—and beneficial to everyone. 
 
What made you want to work with The Nature 
Conservancy? 
 
JOSH:  I've always had an affinity for The Nature 
Conservancy. It's the conservation group that 
best fits my philosophy and understanding of 
what conservation should and could be. Once I 
discovered Aldo Leopold's Sand County Almanac 
as a kid, I was able to understand and articulate 
my own conservation ethic. We consider 
ourselves to be participants in and caretakers of 
the entire landscape—not just the acres we own 
and manage directly, but also the Coyne Creek 
watershed and all of the Flint Hills. The choices 
and decisions we make for our property echo 
throughout the landscape around us. 
 
Why did you decide a conservation easement was 
right for you and the Flying W Ranch? 
 
JOSH: I learned about conservation easements in 
the 1990s working on ranches in California and 
Colorado. I instantly realized how important a 
tool they could be for stopping the fragmentation 
and destruction of ranch lands. At that point, I 
had seen several small and large ranches I worked 
at get split up, fractured, and disappear. I realized 
the only way to create a truly durable, resilient, 
and sustainable ranch was to protect it with a 
perpetual conservation easement. I knew that it 
didn't matter if I spent my whole life and all my 
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This land was conserved, in part, by funding from The Conservation 
Fund made available as mitigation for impacts caused by the 
construction and maintenance of the Enbridge Pipelines, LLC, Flanagan 
South Pipeline in partnership with the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

"The ranches that I worked 
on that were thriving 
with healthy people, 

animals, and land were 
ranching with nature—not 

struggling against it."
Josh Hoy, Flying W Ranch

Left: Josh Hoy and his father Jim Hoy, family photo
Right: The Hoy Women - Farrell Hoy Jenab, Gwen Hoy, Cathy Kruse Hoy (Josh & Farrell's mother), and Josie Hoy © Laura Mead

 SAVING THE TALLGRASS PRAIRIE     9



 10     THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Conservation easements are voluntary, legal agreements between landowners and qualified 
conservation organizations. They allow the landowner to preserve the agricultural and conservation 
values of their land for future generations. The State of Kansas authorized the use of conservation 
easements in 1992. Since then, they have been used to conserve more than 200,000 acres of agricultural 
land and natural areas across the state. Still, misconceptions and false representations of conservation 
easements abound. Read on to learn the facts and fiction of conservation easements.

The Facts and Fiction of 
Conservation Easements

Conservation easements are a tool for 
landowners to exercise their long-term vision 
for privately held farms and ranches. They 
allow the conservation of important wildlife 
and habitats without removing land from 
private ownership or agricultural production.

Conservation easements are legal agreements 
that prevent specific development and 
land conversion. They obligate the current 
and future landowners to the terms of the 
easement, thus ensuring that the land will be 
conserved for future generations.

Conservation easements are always 
voluntarily granted. The option to grant 
permanent conservation easements is an 
important private property right.

Conservation easements benefit landowners 
in many ways. They often reduce federal 
income and estate tax burdens. They can help 
families with succession and estate planning 
and provide a way to maintain the intactness 
and economic viability of farms and ranches.

Conservation easements do not take land 
out of private ownership or grant access to 
the government. Claims that conservation 
easements lead to unintended land acquisitions 
are false.

Conservation easements do not prohibit 
agricultural uses like grazing, burning, or 
haying. Current use and management of the 
land is maintained with no impact on day-to-day 
activities. 

Conservation easements do not cause land 
productivity or property tax valuations to 
decline.

Conservation easements do not prohibit all 
development. Each conservation easement is 
tailored to the specific needs of the landowner 
and the traits of their property.

Conservation easements do not grant public 
access to private land. That right remains under 
the landowner’s control.

Conservation easements do not lead to 
additional enforcement of endangered species 
regulations. No conservation easement requires 
participation in endangered species programs.

A CONSERVATION EASEMENT IS A CONSERVATION EASEMENT IS NOT

LEFT: A view of one of three conjoining conservation easements in the 
Chalk Bluffs of western Kansas . This remnant native prairie is generally 
located lower on the landscape, associated with the Smoky Hill River 
basin, and includes great topographic variability. © Jim Griggs 
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BY LAURA CASTAÑÓN
Originally published by Manomet, July 2022

Every spring, the mudflats of 
Cheyenne Bottoms are filled 
with the clamoring calls of 
shorebirds. The central Kansas 
wetlands are hundreds of 
miles from the nearest coast, 
but serve as a vital refueling 
stop for Hudsonian godwits, 
Baird’s sandpipers, long-billed 
dowitchers, and many other 
species making their annual 
migration north. 

This year, thanks to a 
combination of good 
management and good 
fortune, more birds descended 
on Cheyenne Bottoms than 
have been seen there in several 
decades. Using visual surveys, 
photographs, and even a 
few drones, researchers at 
Cheyenne Bottoms counted 
more than 500,000 shorebirds 
stopping at the wetlands 
this spring, including over 
30 percent of the entire 
population of Hudsonian 
godwits en route to Alaska. 

“It just shows how important 
this area is to shorebirds,” 
says Robert Penner, avian 
conservation manager at 
The Nature Conservancy in 
Kansas. “If you create the right 
conditions, they’ll show up in 
big numbers.”

Cheyenne Bottoms is the 
largest wetland area in 
the interior U.S. and has 
been designated a “site of 
hemispheric importance” 
by the Western Hemisphere 
Shorebird Reserve Network 
(WHSRN), an international 
coalition of volunteers and 

conservation partners working 
to conserve shorebird habitat. 
The site is a combination of 
semi-permanent marshes and 
more ephemeral ponds and 
seasonally flooded meadows, 
with conditions varying 
significantly from year to year. 

“There are only 23 sites 
with that designation across 
the western hemisphere,” 
says Lisa Schibley, North 
American coordinator for 
the International Shorebird 
Survey, a volunteer-based 
community science program 
that stretches across the 
Western Hemisphere and has 
been coordinated by Manomet 
scientists for decades. “And 
sometimes, while these sites 
met the criteria threshold of 
500,000 shorebirds originally, 
for one reason or another the 
numbers aren’t quite there 
anymore. When you get one 
that’s back at 500,000, it’s very 
exciting.”

A Banner Year for Migrating 
Shorebirds at Cheyenne Bottoms
At Cheyenne Bottoms, perfect weather conditions and good management 
made for the highest shorebird counts in decades

This Page: Hudsonian godwit © Robert Penner  
Right: American avocet © Beau Rapelye



Hundreds of shorebirds at Cheyenne Bottoms Preserve in April 2022 © Robert Penner/TNC

The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife and Parks 
manages about 20,000 acres 
of Cheyenne Bottoms and 
The Nature Conservancy 
manages another 8,600 acres 
or so. To keep the wetlands an 
inviting habitat for shorebirds, 
managers are constantly 
battling invasive plant species 
and working to keep the 
meadows cut short. The Great 
Plains no longer have herds 
of bison acting as itinerant 
lawn mowers, but The Nature 
Conservancy leases the land as 
grazing space for portions of 
the year to have cows perform 
the same duty. 

“Cheyenne Bottoms is a 
postage stamp in a sea of 
agriculture,” Penner says. 
“All the things that helped 
create Cheyenne Bottoms and 
maintained it as an important 
area for shorebirds—bison, 
more frequent wildfires—those 
are all gone. So that’s why we 
have to actively manage it.”

This year, the weather helped 
things line up perfectly for 
shorebirds: When spring 
migration started in March, 
there was plenty of surface 
water, which was followed by 
rapid evaporation thanks to a 
dry and windy April. 

“These huge pools, I mean 
miles across, were drying up, 
creating mud flats and shallow-
water habitat at the exact 
perfect time for shorebirds 
coming through on migration,” 
Penner says. 

The vast majority of shorebirds 
pass through Cheyenne 
Bottoms in late April and early 
May, stopping for a few days to 
rest and gorge themselves on 
the bounty of invertebrates in 
the marshes before continuing 
north. For some, it’s their first 
break after thousands of miles 
of flying. 

“A significant portion of the 
Hudsonian godwit population 

winters in southern Chile,” 
Schibley says. “When they are 
ready to head north, it’s often 
a 6,000-mile nonstop flight to 
places like Kansas where they 
pause to refuel before they 
continue their journey to their 
breeding grounds in the arctic.”

Penner had a hunch that this 
would be a particularly special 
year, so he and his colleagues 
planned a more comprehensive 
survey than usual. For the 
past 25 years, Penner has been 
participating in Manomet’s 
International Shorebird Survey 
at Cheyenne Bottoms. For the 
survey, volunteers estimate 
shorebird counts at their site 
using binoculars or spotting 
scopes. They try to visit the 
same locations in 10-day 
intervals from March 15 to 
June 15 and use the same 
methods each time. 

“Not only does an ISS count 
give us a snapshot of the 
shorebirds at a particular site, 

but with repeated surveys 
through migration and over 
many years, we’ve built up 
information about arrival and 
departure timing,” Schibley 
says. “Combining this 
information from hundreds 
of sites across the hemisphere 
has given scientists significant 
insight into the trends of these 
shorebird populations.”

This year, Penner and his 
colleagues added photo points 
throughout their survey 
route and used a drone for 
aerial photography. They also 
adjusted some of their survey 
methodology to account 
for species that have shorter 
turnover rates—meaning they 
spend less time at Cheyenne 
Bottoms. 

“Between adding turnover 
rates and the photographic 
evidence, along with the 
International Shorebird 

Survey, we came up with huge 
numbers and we feel that these 
are probably even low because 
we still couldn’t see everything 
out there,” Penner says. 

Penner is working with a 
graduate student at Fort 
Hays State University to 
create and refine protocols 
for conducting surveys with 
drones carrying standard and 
infrared cameras, to be able 
to find and count shorebirds 
even more accurately. These 
new observation methods 
aren’t intended to replace 
the International Shorebird 
Survey—having long-term 
data collected with consistent 
methods is extremely 
valuable—but they can provide 
additional details for unusual 
years like this one.

Shorebird populations have 
been in sharp decline in 
recent years, as they continue 

to face threats from coastal 
development, habitat loss, 
and the many disturbances 
associated with climate 
change. But these numbers 
are promising, and show how 
good management can create 
the conditions these birds need 
to survive. 

“If you set the dinner table, 
and set it right and have all the 
right conditions, they'll show 
up,” Penner says. “And that’s 
what we’re seeing this year.” 

Marbled godwits, pictured here, are less 
common at Cheyenne Bottoms than Hudsonian 
godwits, a close relative. Peak migration for 
marbled godwits is mid-April to early May. 
© Tom Blandford

EDITOR'S NOTE: After Spring 2022 saw 
record bird numbers, drought soon set in. 
Cheyenne Bottoms was completely dry 
during fall migration. Fortunately, a late 
October rain filled the marshes at Quivira 
National Wildlife Refuge, just 45 miles 
to the south, ensuring a place for these 
long-distance migrants to rest and refuel. 
Read more about our work around Quivira 
on page 23.  
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A Turning Point for Grasslands
Kansas leads one of the largest opportunities for grassland conservation 
in the country
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"We're losing the prairie," says 
long-time Nature Conservancy 
employee Matt Bain. 
 
That's not what you want to 
hear from someone who's 
dedicated his life to prairie 
conservation. But Bain is 
nothing if not pragmatic. 
 
"We can't afford to lose any 
more of our grasslands. And we 
don't have to." 
 
After ten years as The Nature 
Conservancy's Western Kansas 
conservation manager, Bain 
was tapped this year to work 
on a new project: the Southern 
High Plains Initiative. His 
office now covers a staggering 
71 million acres across Kansas, 
Colorado, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, and Texas. 
Home to pronghorn, bighorn 
sheep, grassland birds, and 
more, the Southern High Plains 
contains large, connected 
natural areas and watersheds. 

The region includes more 
than 30 million acres of intact 
prairie, cliffs and canyons, 
forests, and riparian corridors 
along rivers and streams with 
high conservation value. The 
Nature Conservancy is working 
with partners to conserve a 
network of lands and waters 
across state boundaries that 
will boost climate resilience, 
preserve biodiversity, 
and support sustainable 
agricultural communities.

"Many times conservation 
efforts come down to either/
or," explains Bain. "Either long-
term protection or addressing 
land management. We have to 
tackle both at the same time 
and in the same landscape."
 
The vision is nothing less 
than bringing together 
partners, landowners, and 
stakeholders to create one 
of North America's largest 
conserved, connected, and 

resilient landscapes.  Long-
term protection has long been 
a priority for TNC. Nearly 
500,000 acres in the Southern 
High Plains have been 
protected already. And the plan 
is to fundraise and leverage a 
land protection fund to protect 
another 1 million acres.  
 
One of the new projects goes 
beyond protection and relies on 
social science.  
 
"We're calling it Generational 
Grasslands," says Bain. "It 
concentrates resources on the 
highest priority landscapes and  
looks at how we can ensure the 
conservation will last." 
 
Two Generational Grasslands 
pilots launched this year—
both in Kansas. Rangeland 
specialists in the area around 
The Nature Conservancy's 
Smoky Valley Ranch and in 
the Red Hills of Kansas and 
Oklahoma sit down with 

1. Red Hills of south-central Kansas © Jim Griggs; 2.Red-legged grasshopper on snow-on-the-mountain © Jim Griggs; 3.Pronghorn © Justin Roemer/TNC; 
4. Yucca © Meleda Wegner Lowry; 5. Burrowing owl © Paulette Donnellon/TNC Photo Contest 2022; 6. Cactus at Smoky Valley Ranch © Chris Helzer
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farmers and ranchers and 
talk through some of the 
options already available, 
like cost-share programs 
from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.

"We're asking, 'does this 
program work for you? If 
it doesn't, can you tell us 
why?'" describes Bain. "We're 
trying to understand what 

needs to change to help 
private operations undertake 
things like drought planning, 
controlling invasive species, 
and transitioning Conservation 
Reserve Program land into 
grazing land." 
 
The goal is to expand 
Generational Grasslands to the 
most important landscapes 
across the five-state Southern 

High Plains area. Each one will 
tackle an average of 200,000 
acres at a time. 
 
"We're focusing on where we 
can have the biggest impact 
and then moving on and 
replicating it. That's the only 
way we and our ranching 
partners will reach our shared 
goals for sustainable rangeland 
management." •

Each year we are amazed by the talent and dedication of our student interns. While we strive to give 
them the best experiences possible, we are also grateful for the tremendous skills and valuable insight 
they bring to The Nature Conservancy.

2022 Collegiate Interns & Fellow

AUDREY VAN ZELFDEN

EMPO RIA STATE U NIVERSIT
Y

AUDREY VAN ZELFDEN Flint Hills Conservation Intern 
Audrey worked extensively on invasive species control, from 
identification to mapping and management plans. She also helped 
assemble virtual fence radio towers and led a seed collection project. 

Audrey received the Lance Hedges Conservation Award, a scholarship named in 
memory of The Nature Conservancy's former Kansas director of conservation.

MARIO RODRIGUEZ Smoky Valley Ranch Intern 
Mario assisted with rangeland monitoring by setting grazing cages 
throughout the ranch. He has also learned about low-stress livestock 
handling and assisted with breeding bird and vegetation surveys. 

MARIO RODRIGUEZ

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSIT
Y

TREVOR JONES David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas Fellow  
Trevor conducted a fish chronologies study to support the Sustainable 
Rivers Program. He also led sampling surveys on streams at Terrace 
Lane Farm to inform ongoing management.

TREVOR JONES

KANSAS STATE U NIVERSIT
Y

DAWN LEDEBOER

KANSAS STATE U NIVERSIT
Y

DAWN LEDEBOER Conservation Easement Stewardship Initiative Intern  
Dawn conducted extensive invasive species mapping on rangeland 
in the Flint Hills. She also supported forage inventory and rangeland 
health assessments on key properties. 
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75 Acres in 
Anderson County 

Protected
Just east of the Flint Hills lies a special pocket 
of tallgrass prairie in Anderson County, 
Kansas. The area holds unique prairie plant 
communities that are typically more diverse 
than the more celebrated tallgrass prairie of 
the Flint Hills. This landscape abounds with 
prairie grasses—big bluestem, Indian grass, 
switchgrass—and wildflowers such as pale 
coneflower, leadplant, purple prairie clover, 
black-eyed Susan, prairie gentian and Ohio 
spiderwort. In the mid-1990s, The Nature 
Conservancy purchased 128 acres near the small 
township of Welda to protect the endangered 
Mead's milkweed plant. Over time, the nature 
preserve grew as more land was purchased 
for protection, and—with this year's 75-acre 
acquisition—the Anderson County Prairie 
Preserve now totals 1,218 acres.

In addition to safeguarding rare plants and 
animals like the prairie mole cricket, the 
preserve functions as an outdoor laboratory 
for the Kansas Biological Survey & Center for 
Ecological Research at the University of Kansas. 
Research projects target plants like Mead’s 
milkweed, grassland bird species, pollinators, 
fire in the prairie, and the soil microbiome.

The Kansas Biological Survey & Center for Ecological Research 
manages the Anderson County Prairie Preserve in consultation with 
The Nature Conservancy. It is not open for visitation.

Twenty years ago, The Nature Conservancy and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers—the largest water manager in the nation—
launched a collaborative effort to find more sustainable ways to 
manage river infrastructure and optimize benefits for people and 
nature. Now known as the Sustainable Rivers Program, or SRP, this 
collaboration has grown from eight rivers in 2002 to 44 rivers in 
2022, influencing 12,079 miles of U.S. waterways and including 90 
associated reservoirs and dams. Two Kansas rivers are Sustainable 
Rivers Program sites: the Kansas River and the Marais des Cygnes 
River which becomes the Osage River when it crosses into Missouri. 
 
The SRP focuses on determining environmental flow requirements 
for rivers and then creating operating plans for dams that 
incorporate these flows. Environmental flows are scientific 
prescriptions for the timing, quantity, and quality of water flow 
that must occur downstream and upstream of dams in order to 
sustain critical ecological functions and habitat for species. The 
SRP is successful because it combines scientific expertise with a 
collaborative approach that engages stakeholders in reviewing and 
determining new flow patterns.

KANSAS RIVER
This year, The Nature 
Conservancy and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers expanded the 
scope of the Kansas River SRP 
site to include Wilson, Lovewell, 
Waconda, and Harlan County 
(NE) reservoirs. 

OSAGE RIVER 
The Marais des Cygnes/Osage 
River was added to the SRP in 
late 2021. Science team and 
technical workshops were held 
this year to identify available 
data and determine what 
information is still needed 
before environmental flow 
recommendations can be made. 

Trevor Jones was The Nature Conservancy's 2022 Beals Healthy 
Streams for Kansas Fellow. He conducted a fish chronology study 
in both the Kansas and Osage river systems to better understand 
when and where fish are spawning. This information is critical for 
environmental flow recommendations to support fish life cycles. 
Trevor documented 17 different fish species and 1,366 total fish.
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1908 fish illustrations by Charlotte M. Pinkerton and  
Lydia M. Hart Green



REBUILDING TERRACE LANE FARM  Imagine trying to farm where the soil has eroded so much you 
can stand in the gullies, stretch out your arms, and still not reach the sides with your hands. In The 
Nature Conservancy's first full year of owning Terrace Lane Farm in Dickinson County, rebuilding the 
namesake terraces was step one. The use of terraces, or dirt embankments, to control soil erosion dates 
back to ancient civilizations. They became a widely-recognized conservation practice for farmland 
in the United States after the Dust Bowl of the 1920s. At Terrace Lane Farm, terraces built in the past 
had degraded, allowing gullies more than 4 feet wide and 6 feet deep to form. This year, The Nature 
Conservancy began re-contouring the fields so that rainwater runs into grassy channels. The network of 
grassed waterways slows down the water flow and directs it into nearby West Turkey Creek to prevent 
gully erosion in crop fields. 

QUICK NOTES

HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY FOR NATURE This year, The Nature Conservancy and multiple partners 
launched a 5-year, multi-state research project to determine if virtual fencing technology can help 
ranchers significantly improve environmental and economic outcomes for their operation. Cows are 
outfitted with special GPS-enabled collars that emit signals to direct the cattle to desired locations at 
set times based on their connections to GPS satellites. Using a combination of GPS and radio signals, 
land managers can easily create and change virtual pastures in ways not possible with barbed wire or 
electric fences. In Kansas, The Nature Conservancy is testing the use of virtual fencing at the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve and the adjoining Mushrush Red Angus ranch. The experiments will help 
us assess the impacts of virtual fencing on the habitat of grassland-dependent birds and water quality. 
Key partners include Kansas State University, National Park Service, and the Kansas Grazing Lands 
Coalition.

BRINGING FIRE BACK TO THE RED HILLS  Fire is a natural part of the grassland ecosystem and helps 
maintain its health and vigor. After a fire, blackened patches quickly revive with new, green grasses 
and abundant, showy wildflowers. Without fire, the habitat changes and prairie soon becomes a forest. 
Modern-day land managers carefully use prescribed fire, with detailed plans and training, to bring fire 
to grasslands every few years. In the Red Hills of south-central Kansas, decades without prescribed fire 
have allowed trees to overrun the prairie, greedily sucking water and overtaking forage for cattle. Here, 
The Nature Conservancy partners with prescribed fire co-ops to help ranchers bring fire back to the 
prairie. 
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HOPE FOR THE BLUE RIVER  A new report commissioned by The Nature Conservancy and conducted 
by Kansas State University, shows there is still opportunity to realize the multiple benefits gained 
by protecting and restoring riparian areas along the Blue River in Johnson County, Kansas. Even as 
urbanization continues to transform land uses throughout the area, there are paths forward to maintain 
the ecological function of this ecosystem along with flood regulation and carbon sequestration.  The 
Nature Conservancy will continue to focus efforts on protecting the riparian zone to have the greatest 
impact on water quality and quantity downstream.

 23     THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

More farms,  
More data,
More drought 
Drought affected agriculture across Kansas this year and didn't spare 
farmers in Edwards, Kiowa, and Stafford counties along Rattlesnake Creek. 
Rattlesnake Creek is a primary water source for  Quivira National Wildlife 
Refuge and local farmers. Both need water at the same time each spring. 
Lately, there's not enough to go around. Last year, The Nature Conservancy 
and many partners launched an irrigation efficiency research project to 
learn whether water-saving technology can become a real-world reality for 
farmers. This year was the second of the planned three-year study, and eight 
additional farm fields joined for a total of 33 fields enrolled. But both 2021 
and 2022 were drought years, and it's hard to draw meaningful conclusions 
on such a short window for data, so the study will extend to a fourth year. 
Participating farmers received a grant to cover half the cost of new irrigation 
equipment and access to a water scheduling tool developed by Kansas State 
University. Regular field days and technical assistance help them optimize 
the new systems for water and fuel efficiency.

WHOOPING CRANES This endangered species 
relies on flooded marshes at Quivira National 
Wildlife Refuge during migration. © Joshua 
Pelta-Heller/TNC Photo Contest 2021 

This work is supported by the Conservation Innovation Grants program at USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. The Nature Conservancy’s Heidi Mehl is the 
principle investigator, and key partners include WaterPACK, Kansas State University, and 
Groundwater Management District 5.



"When anything is going to happen in this country, 
it happens first in Kansas."

William Allen White, 1922

PUBLIC POLICY

JUSTIN COBB 
Government Relations Manager

In 1922, Emporia Gazette editor William Allen White wrote, "When anything is going to happen in 
this country, it happens first in Kansas." Much has changed over the last 100 years, but many things 
remain true. The Flint Hills are still vast and peaceful. Migrating birds still wet their beaks at Cheyenne 
Bottoms. And Kansans still love their natural heritage. 

This widespread love of nature that helps The Nature Conservancy advance science-based, practical 
solutions that work for Kansans and nature. Our nonpartisan recommendations are drawn from 
hands-on experience and decades of working with people from all walks of life. We'll focus on three key 
policy areas for Kansas in the coming year: Water, Conservation Easements, and Commercial Property 
Assessed Capital Enhancements (C-PACE) legislation. If you know of an issue that deserves our 
attention, we'd love to hear from you. 

Water is Life
Water is our most precious 

resource, and Kansas is facing a 
water crisis. We have a choice: 

continue in the current direction 
or make a change. TNC will be 
part of emerging solutions to 
ensure we have enough fresh 

water before it's too late.

Protect Conservation Easements
Conservation easements 

are voluntary transactions 
that provide benefits for 

landowners and the public. 
TNC will continue to work with 

state legislators to counter 
misinformation that threatens 

the effectiveness of 
conservation easements.

Pass C-PACE Legislation
Commercial property assessed 

capital enhancements (C-PACE) 
financing for commercial and 

agricultural properties will create 
jobs and enhance economic 

growth while conserving water 
and energy. Kansas needs to 

pass C-PACE legislation in 2023.

Fall at Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in Chase County, Kansas © Carbonbrain/stock.adobe.com
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Staff

TOPEKA FIELD OFFICE
Rob Manes 
State Director

Kelly Blandford 
Director of Philanthropy

Natalie Busby 
Operations Manager

Justin Cobb 
Government Relations Manager 

Nora Cox 
Philanthropy Operations Manager

Heidi Mehl, PhD 
Director of Water & Agriculture

Ana Jiménez-Omaña 
Trustee Liaison & 
Government Relations Specialist

Laura Rose Clawson 
Director of Marketing & Outreach

Susan Smith 
Operations Coordinator

Jenny Trucano Muller 
Director of Finance & Operations

CHEYENNE BOTTOMS
Robert Penner, PhD 
Avian Conservation Manager

Elsi Miller 
Great Bend Sand Prairie 
Assistant Manager

COTTONWOOD FALLS OFFICE
Tony Capizzo 
Flint Hills Initiative Manager

Paula Matile 
Land Protection & Stewardship 
Specialist

Brian Obermeyer 
Director of Land Protection 
& Stewardship

Cole Starkey  
Flint Hills Stewardship Technician 
(Seasonal)

Shelly Wiggam 
Conservation Easement 
Stewardship Initiative Manager

KANSAS CITY
Katie Roby 
Associate Director of Philanthropy

RED HILLS
Tim Marshall 
Sustainable Grazing Lands 
Manager

SMOKY VALLEY RANCH
Matt Bain 
Southern High Plains Grassland 
Project Manager

Kevin Luman 
Smoky Valley Ranch  
Rangeland Specialist

Justin Roemer 
Smoky Valley Ranch Manager

Mason Scheetz 
Southern High Plains Grassland 
Specialist

TERRACE LANE FARM
Chance Jacobsen 
Terrace Lane Farm Manager

WICHITA
Steve Schaumburg 
Associate Director of Philanthropy

REMOTE
Laura Norian 
Grants Specialist, Kansas & Iowa

Lindsey Reinarz 
Conservation Real Estate Manager 

Nick Walters 
IT Technician, Kansas, Iowa, 
Nebraska, & Oklahoma

SUMMER INTERNS & FELLOW
Dawn Ledeboer
Conservation Easement 
Stewardship Initiative Intern
Trevor Jones
Healthy Streams for Kansas Fellow

Mario Rodriguez 
Smoky Valley Ranch 
Grassland Conservation Intern

Audrey Van Zelfden
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve 
Stewardship Intern

Board of Trustees

Bill Blessing Leawood
Debra Bolton Manhattan
William Bradley Overland Park
Kelly Callen Wichita
David Dillon Mission Hills
Gordon W. Elliott Pittsburg
Kelly Harrison Lawrence
Richard Hines Erie
Stacy Hoeme Scott City
Mary Ice Manhattan
Brian Illig Belton, MO
Jeff Kennedy Wichita
Meleda Lowry Arlington, VA
William Lyons Mission Hills
Barry Mayhew Mission Hills
John Mize Salina
Joan Porsch Goodland
Patty Reece Mission Hills
Charles Rice Manhattan
William Riley, Jr. Manhattan
R. Douglas Sebelius Norton
Elizabeth Solberg Kansas City
William Stueck Stilwell
Dale Trott Lenexa
Stephanie Turner Oakland, CA
Tyler Woolfolk Protection
Roger Zellers Wichita

WICHITA  DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Rob Allison
Nancy Kassebaum Baker
Lora & Don Barry 
Fred & Sue Berry
Doug Brehm
Gene & Yolanda Camarena
Cindy Carnahan
Jill Docking
Ron Holt
Mary Lynn Oliver
Tom & Tammy Ritchie
Paul Stephenson
Mikel L. Stout
Richard Varner



Thank You Donors! 
 
The Nature Conservancy’s accomplishments are only made possible by the many individuals, organizations, 
businesses, and foundations that make financial contributions to our conservation programs. We are honored 
to recognize the following donors who made contributions of $100 or more from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 
2022. Everyone listed here has ties to Kansas. Some live here, others live elsewhere and prefer their gifts be 
used for projects in Kansas. In some cases, these contributions supported conservation in other parts of the 
world. We deeply appreciate every gift and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all donors.

A
Anonymous (x12) • Lauren 
Aaronson & Philip Meltzer 
• Peggy A. Abbey • R. L. & 

Sue Abel • Jim & Susie Aber 
• Alvin R. Abraham • Louise 

& Russell Ackerman • Gary L. 
Adams • Grace Adams • John 

& Dena Adams • Timothy 
Adams • Kimberley Adams-
McDarty • Tom M. Adamson 

• Thomas & Ann Adrian • 
Dennis J. Aguiar • Michael 
& Vestana Ahlen • David 

Ahlstedt • Suzanne & Richard 
Ahlstrand • Christopher D. 
Ahrens • Rob Aiken & Ann 

Miner • Todd Aikins • Lauren 
Akers • Michael Alcock • 

David & Helen Alexander • 
David W. Allen • Greg Allen 

• Jeffrey Allen • Marcia 
Allen & Horace Santry • 
Ward N. Allen • Robert 
Alley • Alan M. Allgeier 

• Rob & Sharon Allison • 
Mohammed M. Almansoori 

• Bruce S. Andersen • 
Karen F. Anderson Harvey 
• Christopher Anderson • 
Curtis & Debbie Anderson 

• Elizabeth Anderson • 
Gary A. Anderson • Larry E. 
Anderson • Laura Anderson 

• Mar Jean Anderson • 
Margaret Anderson • Paul D. 
Anderson • Robert Anderson 
& Karen Schultz • Anthony 
Andresen • Henry Andrew 
• Zion Antley • Gustaf & 

Hannah Applequist • Patrick 
Applequist • Keith Archibald 

• Kristopher L. Arheart • 
Don & Wendy Armacost • 

Sonja Armbruster • Kenneth 

& Katie Armitage • David L. 
Armstrong • John L. Arnett 
II • Ken & Gwen Arnett • 
Joellen Arnold • Celeste 

Aronoff • Ronald A. Ash • 
David W. Ashley • Sharon 
Ashworth/Myosotis Fund 
• Harold & Marie Asner • 
Kenneth Ast • Robert & 

Melissa Atchison • Suparna 
Attavar • Paul K. Attwater III 
• Auer Family Foundation • 

Jason Auernheimer
B 

Mary K. Babcock • Mary A. 
Bacchus • Patricia Bacquain 

• Daniel Baffa • A. L. & Diana 
Bahr • Barbara Bailey • Erik & 
Cassy Bailey • Janice Bailey 
• Richard & Anne Bailey • 

Sally Bailey • Janet S. Baird 
• Dolores Baker • Sheryl & 
Brock Baker • Britni Bal • 

Richard & Emily Ballentine • 
J. Eugene Balloun • David & 
Kristina Balzer • Paula Bandt 

• Tyler Banion • Brenda 
& Peter Bankart • James 
G. Banman • Constance 

& James Banwart • Philip 
& Jill Baringer • Bruce & 

Gerry Barker • Jeani Barker 
• Ruth Barker • Ken & Iralee 

Barnard • Betty Barnett 
& Glenn Haynes • Carol 

& Thomas Barnett • Terry 
Barnett • Bradley & Mary 
Barrett • Morgan Barrett • 
Robert A. Barry • Gayle & 

Donald Bartel • Kelly Barth 
& Lisa Grossman • Helga 

S. Barton • Brent Bartram • 
Scott & Sherry Bateman • 

James Bauer • Susan Bauer 
• G. Kenneth & Ann Baum • 

Mark M. Bauman • Adrienne 
Baxter • Michael J. Bayouth • 
Craig & Nancy Beach • Alice 

L. Bean • Sara E. Bearden 
• Mary Ann Beattie • 

Suzanne Beatus • Joe & Reta 
Beauchamp • David Beck & 
Lynette Joe-Beck • Bob L. 

Becker • Nancy Beckmann • 
Beechcraft Heritage Museum 

• Jamie Beel • Donald M. 
Beets • Michael F. Beets • 
John & Nancy Bell • Nancy 
Bell • Darlene & Tom Beller 

• Kasey Beltz • Donna & 
Jack Bender • Ken & Joyce 
Benedick • The Benevity 

Community Impact Fund • 
Dana Benjamin • Kenneth W. 
Bennett • David R. Benson • 
David M. Bergeron • James 
& Connie Berggren • David 

Bergman • James Berola 
• Deborah & Daniel Berry 
• Fred & Suzanne Berry • 
Morgan Bertison • Nick & 

Denise Bertram • Mark Best 
• Irene Bettinger • Jackie 

Beucher • Ruth & Larry Bigus 
• Megan Biladeau • Larry 
E. Biles • Marian Bilyea • 

Deborah Bingham • Scott & 
Jennifer Bingham • Donna 
Bird • John T. Bird • John 

A. Bishop • Kevin Bistline • 
Lee Bittenbender & Sandy 
Brown • Gary J. Bjorge • 

The Blackbaud Giving Fund 
• Dorothy V. Blacker • Joe 

& Susan Blackford • Martha 
Blackman • Mary V. Blain • 
David & Liz Blakely • Tom 
& Helen Blandford • Laura 

Blasi • Cynthia J. Bleck • Joan 
M. Bledsoe • Bill & Anne 

Blessing • Alice A. Blizzard 
• Rick & Susie Block • Carol 

& William Bloom • Blue 
River Land Trust • Curtis 

Bock • David Bodensteiner 
• Tom Boeding • Robert 
A. Boewe • Lois Bogia • 

Stephan R. Bollman • Debra 
Bolton • Larry & Marilyn 
Bolton • Gertrude Bond • 
Richard & Susan Bond • 

Michael Bonham • Dan & 
Jan Bonine • Paul Bontrager 

• Penelope Borax • P.J. & 
Amy Born • Jennifer Bosley 

• Jill & Don Bostwick • 
Marlene K. Bosworth • Joe L. 
Bournonville • Bruce Bower 
• Patrick Boyarski & Betsy 
Morrison • Allan S. Boyce 
• Carolyn & Stanley Boyd 
• Roger & Jan Boyd • Will 
Boyer & Darla Allen • Alice 
Boyle & Robert Rosenberg 
• John R. Braden • Stuart 

Braden • Brad Bradley 
& Robbie Harding • Ben 
Bradley • Bruce & Linda 

Bradley • Catherine P. Brady 
• Jerry Brady • George & 

Sue Brandt • Cliff & Janice 
Brandt • Marguerite H. Braun 

• Peggy Breedlove • John 
Breese • Douglas J. Brehm • 
Mary J. Breneman • Carol W. 
Brent • James F. Bresnahan 
• Bright Funds Foundation 
• Helen Brightwell • Kay 

Brinkman • Ruth E. Britton • 
Ramanda Brockett • Milton 

Brod • Mark J. Brodkey • 
Edith M. Bronson • Andrea 
Brookhart • Amy Brougher 

• Diane & Terry Brown • 
Ellen C. Brown • Kent Brown 

• Lynne B. Brown • Patrick 
& Amy Brown • Sheila 

Brubaker • Robin Bruce • 
Emily Brueseke • Viola M. 
Brummett • Steven Bruner 

• Gerard & Cassandra 
Brungardt • Samuel J. 

Brungardt • Sherri Brungardt 
• Robert F. Brush • Rex C. 

Buchanan • Kimberly Buche 
• Carol Buchta • Matthew J. 
Buechner • Mary V. Buehler 

• Deborah K. Burchardt 
• Penny Burdge • Janelle 

Burgardt • Elizabeth & Greg 
Burger • Cynthia A. Burgess 
• Paul F. Burmeister • Doris 
M. Burnett • Jay C. Burns • 
Dean L. Burrell • Jay Burrell 
& Valdeana Vincent-Burrell 

• Nathan Burrell & Kelly 
Blandford • Linda D. Burton 
• Bernard Burzinski • Bill & 
Anna Busby • Barry Busch • 
G. M. Bush IV • Warren Buss 
• Patricia L. Butin • Connie 
Butler • Donna L. Butler • 
Mary Ann Butler • Norma 
J. Butler • Sonja Butler • 

Marilyn S. Bynum • Lindsey 
Byrd • Wayne & Anne Byrd • 

Jane Byrnes
C

Sarah Cain • Richard Calcara 
• Donna & Dennis Callaghan 
• Kelly & Jon Callen • Roxy E. 
Callison • Nancy R. Calltharp 
• Sammy Calvert • Doug E. 
Campbell • Jan Campbell 

& James Berneking • Linda 
S. Campbell • Robert C. 

Canfield II • James D. Cannon 
• Thomas & Jeri Cannon • 
Mark Cantrell • Samantha 
Capehart-Monk • Louis & 

Harriet Caplan • Sam C. 
Cargnel • Carol A. Carley 
• Marc Carlisle • Carolyn 
Carlson • Sheila Carlson • 
Peter & Kathleene Carreon 
• Robert T. Carroll • Colette 
A. Carson • Mary Carson • 
Michelle Carson • Paulyn 

Cartwright • Brandon Case 
• Karen Casebolt • Margaret 
Castle • Samuel & Devin Catt 
• Ian Cavanaugh • Lawrence 

M. Cavin • Margie & Jim 
Chaar • Robert Chamberlain 

• Ron Chamberlain • Glen 
Chambers • Melinda S. 
Chambers • Wallace H. 

Champeny • Lynann Chance 
& John Haase • David 

Chapman • Kerry B. Chapman 
• William L. Charbonneau 
• Anita Chase • Yuttana 

Chawengsub • Boris Chen • 
Wai-Yim Y. Ching • Aulton 
D. Chisum • Leo Chouinard 

• Lee R. Christensen • 
Jeff B. Christian • Beth E. 

Cigler • Jerry Cindric • John 
Cita & Elizabeth Brosius 
• Gwendolyn Y. Claassen 
• Chris Claflin • Claiborn 

Woodbury Charitable Fund 
• Ben Clancey • Evelyn M. 
Clark • George Clark • Fritz 

& Jan Clark • J. Bunker & 
Marilyn Clark Charitable 
Fund • David & Nancy 
Clark • Perry L. Clark • 

Clark Family Giving Fund 
• Virginia M. Clark • Mark 
Clarke • Mary E. Clary • 
Kaye Cleaver • Marilyn 

Cleaver • Lorn Clement • 
Sandy Clipsham • John A. 

Clough • Ali Coats • Barbara 
Coats • Stephen & Margie 
Coberley • C. S. Coffman 
• Beverly Cole • James 

L. Cole • Steven E. Cole • 
Matthew Coles • Kelley 

Collins • Scott Collins • Phil 
C. Collison • Kirby Commer 
• Community Foundation of 
Dickinson County • William 

M. Concidine • Congregation 

Ohev Sholom Inc. • Steven L. 
Conley • Dennis Connelly • 

Jill B. Conner • Laurie Conner 
• Margaret Conrow • Vickie 

& David Console • Tim 
Constance • Paul Conway • 
Becky & Terry Cook • Sara 
Coolbaugh • Hilary Cooley 
• Barbara Cooper • Barry 

& Suzanne Cooper • Susan 
Cooper • Copaken Family 
Foundation • Stacy Cope 
• Maurice D. Copp • Tom 
Corbin • Janice Cornely • 
Terry & Charlene Corr • 

Ralpha Corrick • Michael & 
Paula Costello • Kennett S. 

Cott • Sarah K. Couch • John 
P. Cougher • Moe Cougher • 

William & Jill Coughlin • John 
E. Cowden • Karin Cowdrey 

• Richard Cowlishaw • David 
& Vicki Cox/Cox Family 

Fund • Luke I. Cox • Steve 
& Helen Cox • Crable Living 
Trust • John & Janette Craig 
• Bill H. Crain • Stan & Marla 
Craven • Buren Crawford • 

Credo Philanthropy Advisors, 
LLP • Roxanna Creitz • 

Lisa Crenshaw • Catherine 
C. Crichton-Reed • Noel 
E. Cromwell • Donna L. 

Crossley • Burton J. Crowell 
• Neil M. Croxton • Christine 
M. Croy • Dorothy E. Crum 
• John C. Crute • Anita E. 

Culp • Donna L. Cummings • 
Norma Cunningham • Steve 
Current • Jeff Curtis • Bruce 

E. Cutler • Robert Cutler
D 

Jane L. Dalfiume • Kelly 
M. Danchus • Elizabeth G. 
Daniels • Jessica Daniels 
• Jess L. Danner • Sondra 

Daquisto • James P. Darnell 
II • Marilyn Darnell • David 
Darwin • Ann Davis • Betty 

Davis • Bill & Kris Davis 
• Evelyn L. Davis • Mike 
& Faye Davis Fund of the 

Douglas County Community 
Foundation • Jim Davis • 
Linda L. Davis • Steve & 

Connie Davis • Terry E. Davis 
• Judith Davis-Cole • Craig A. 
Dawson • Janet & Kevin Day 
• Sharon DeBliek-Anderson 

• Gail F. Degeer • Jennifer M. 
Delisle • Karin Dembinski • 
Raymond E. Dennis • Kay B. 
Denny • Sylvia DesLauriers 
• Joseph Detrixhe • Heidi 
Devore • Robert & Julie 

DeYoung • Arthur R. Dick • 
David C. Dickeson • Carol P. 
Dickey • David W. Dickey • 
Clifford R. Dickson • Alice 
Diederich • In Memory of 

Charles C. Dietrich • Edward 
W. Dillingham • Amy & 
Brian Dillon • Carolyn A. 

Dillon • David & Dee Dillon 
• Judith A. Dillon • Mary 

Dillon & Jon Hafker • Sylvia 
R. Dillon • Karen L. Divelbiss 
• Jennifer L. Dixon • Lu Ann 
Dixon • Dennis L. Dobson 
• Walter Dodds & Dolly 

Gudder • Kenneth Dohm • 
Delores Dolezal • David & 

Lynn Dolinar • Dolph Simons 
Family Fund • Darrell & Elaine 

Donahue • Greg Donahue 
• Jacqueline K. Donahue 

• Michael Donnelly & 
Jacqueline MacDonald • Fay 
Donohue • Douglas County 
Community Foundation • 

Madeline Douglas • Roger L. 
Douthett • Charles Downing 
& Carol Fields • Nancy Doyle 
• Velma Doyle • Chris & Kaye 

Drahozal • Larry F. Drbal 
• Betty & William Drees • 

Elizabeth P. Drumm • Daniel 
& Janet Dubrava • Debra 

Dudley • David Duerksen • 
George A. Dugger • Karen 
J. Dummermuth • Ashley 
Duncan • Debra Duncan • 

Kirk & Carolyn Duncan • Ruth 
A. Dunn • Bruce & Kathy 
Durkee • T. Duvall • Bill E. 
Dwyer • George Dyck • 

Linda Dyck
E

Susan D. Eakins • Annabelle 
Eason • James H. Eaves • 

Alice M. Eberhart-Wright 
• Mark Eberle • Joseph C. 
Ebert • Robert L. Eckles • 
Caroline Eddinger • Katie 

& Greg Edelblute • Miriam 
Edelman • Elizabeth E. 

Edmonds • Fran & Horace 
Edwards • Richard H. Egelhof 

• Ben B. Eggleston • Judy 
Eggleston • Robert Eggleston 

• Roberta Eichenberg • 
Leslie Eidem • Mary Kay 

& Dwight Eiserer • Bart & 
Judy Eisfelder • Lisa Eitner • 
Brian S. Elliott • Gale Elliott 
• Gordon & Beverly Elliott • 
Jeff Elliott • Mark D. Elliott 

• Jeffrey & Carol Ellis • Sara 
Ellis • Patricia Ellison • Pat 
& Ken Embers • Connie L. 
Emerson • Meg Emert • R. 
David Emley Jr. • Emporia 
Community Foundation/
Kansas Park Fund • Sara 
A. Engber • Clyde Engert 
• Judith Epstein • Lauren 
Epstein • Rayla & Jerry 
Erding • Larry & Laurel 

Erickson • Patricia Erington • 
Larry Eubanks • Mark F. Eul • 
Harriet & Earl Evans • Susan 
K. Evans • Susan M. Evans • 

Robin Everson
F

Martha & Frank Fair • Sandra 
K. Falen • James & Sara 

Farley • James Farnsworth • 
Jean N. Farrar • John Farrell 

• Sharon & Alan Fearey 
• Martha J. Fee • Diane 

Feinberg • Alan J. Feldmeier 
• Andrew Feldstein • Robert 

Feleppa • Jami L. Felver • 
Elizabeth Fenner & Brian 
Robinson • Lois Fensler • 
Bruce G. Ferris • Dana L. 
Fertig • Ann Feyerharm • 

Robert & Katherine Fiala • 
Fidelity Charitable • Luanne 

Field • Joe Field-Farias • 
Steven W. Fike • Janet L. 
Filkel • Paul Fingersh & 

Brenda Althouse • Bartlett J. 
Finney • Finnup Foundation 
• Nancy B. Fitzgerald • Ann 

Fitzpatrick • John & Carol 
Fleeger • H. Edward Flentje 
• Mary W. Floyd • Rebecca 

Floyd • Flying W Ranch, 
LLC • Brady Flynn • Enell 

Foerster • Foerster Family • 
Chris Foote • Patrick Forbes • 
Cindy & Steven Ford • Carol 

M. Foret • Mary & Chris Foret 
• Drury Forinash • Jill M. 

Forrest • Christina L. Fotovich 
Doan • David & Beth Fowler 
• Connie K. Fox • Bob Fraga 
• Richard & Annetta Frankel 

• Amy R. Franklin • Karen 
Franklin • Laurie B. Franklin 
• Raymond & Janet Franz 
• Francis Fraundorf • Joel 
& Diana Frederick • Mike 
& Charli Frederick • Collin 
Freeman • Jo Freeman • 
Nikkie Freeman • Jason 

Frericks • Charles & Diane 
Frickey • Franklin A. Friedman 

• Larry & Jennifer Friend 
• Donna Friesen • Harry J. 
Frieze • Julie Fritz • Tobias 
B. Fritz • Matthew P. Fuller 
• William M. Fuller • Fred & 

Cheryl Funk • 
Dolores Furtado

G
Brenda B. Gadd • Roger C. 
Gaedigk • Carl Gallagher 
& Nancy Ulrich • Carol R. 
Galloway • Judith A. Gannon 
• Guillermo Garcia • Joanne 
L. Gardner • Susan & Kent 
Garlinghouse • Stephen & 
Janet Garlow • Garmin Ltd. 
• Glenn Garneau & Sylvie 
Rueff • John K. Garrett • 
James & Carol Garrison • 
Michael J. Garsow • Lynne & 
Michael Garwood • Patricia 
Gateley • Kathryn & Kirkland 
Gates • Dan Gay • Debra 
M. Gehlbach • Alan & Nikki 
Geier • Larry & Carole Geier • 
Joe & Janette Gelroth • Mary 
B. George • Priscilla & Doug 
George • Jan Gephardt • The 
Gerson Family Foundation • 
Christopher & Kelly Getty • 
 Patricia Gibbons  

Continued on next page....LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.
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Connie Gibson • Adolph 

H. Gier • John H. Gilbert • 
Susan Gittinger • Givinga 
Foundation, Inc. • Sharon 
Glass • Robert Glazier • 
Kevin & Karen Gleason • 

Jean Gloshen • Chester A. 
Godsy • Randall Goering • 
Samantha Goetting • Julie 

& Max Goldman • Dean 
& Lesa Goodell • Craig I. 

Goodman • Dan Goodman • 
Sarah Goodwin-Thiel & David 

Thiel • George & Suzanne 
Gordon • Janice Kennedy 

& Brent C. Gordy • Charles 
& Dagmar Gorges • Joyce 
Gorton • Ashutosh Gosh • 
Arvin Gottlieb Charitable 

Foundation, UMB Bank, n.a., 
Trustee • Sarah Graber • Tom 
Grace • Faye Graff • Rosetta 

Graff • David F. Graham • 
David F. Graham • David & 
Jeri Graham • Mariann K. 

Graham • Patrick G. Graham 
• Helen E. Gramly • Dolores 

Granger • Maria Graves • 
Captain K. Gray • Nancy & 
Donald Gray • The Greater 

Kansas City Community 
Foundation • Greater Salina 

Community Foundation • 
James & Janice Grebe • 

Douglas Greenwald • Irawati 
Gregory • Sandra H. Gregory 
• Anne Greitl • Nick Greusel 
• Roger Grier • Raymond W. 

Grieshaber • Dave Griffith 
• Sonja P. Griffith • Kevin 

Groeneweg • Thomas Gross 
• James R. Grossman • 

Michael & Megan Grossman 
• Kenneth Grotewiel & 

Jennifer Johnson • Joyce K. 
Grover • Russell & Jeanne 

Groves • Anita T. Grow • GR's 
Foundation • Carole D. Grube 
• John E. Grummon • Mary 
Grunke • Roberta Gualtier • 

Royce Guhr & Marge Reeves-
Guhr • Carol L. Gurba • Susan 

H. Gurley • Laura Gurtler • 
Ellen Guthrie  •

Linda K. Gutierrez
H

H & R Block Foundation 
• Chris & Lori Haberman-
Wilson • Brenda J. Hafner 

• Robert J. Haggerty • 
Sarah E. Haines • Debbie & 
Barrett Halderman • Karen 
Halderson • Aimee Hall • 

Carrie Hall • Greg A. Hall • 
Isaac Hall • Laura Hall • Laura 
S. Hall • Mark Hall • Stephen 

E. Hall • Mick Halter • 
Hamilton Family Foundation 

• Tina Hamm • Susan 
Hammer • Laura Hammond • 
Luke Hance • Prentice Hanes 
• Zack & Susan Hangauer • 
David M. Hann • Jane Hanni 

• Sandra & Philip Hannon 
• Donald Hansen • Donna 
Hansen • S. W. Hansen • 
C. Jeanne Hanson • Brian 

Hanzelka • Debra S. Harber-
Dennis • Nathan Harbur • 

Amy & Jeff Hargroves • Tom 
& Linda Harmon • Duane 

K. Harms • Shae Harrigan • 
Earl Harris • Jane I. Harris • 
Matthew L. Harris • Richard 
J. Harris • Joanne E. Harrison 

• Kelly & Tanja Harrison • 
Tracy J. Harrison • Barbara 
E. Hart • Caverly H. Hart 

• Garry L. Harter • John E. 
Hartman • Mike W. Hartnett 
• Debbie A. Hartwell • John 

P. Harty • Anne Harvey • Clay 
Harvey & Patty McGivern • 

David Haskin • Patricia & Ali 
Hassan • Timothy C. Hatfield 
• Catherine & Dave Hauber • 
Gary L. Hauptli • Larry Hauth 
• B. F. Hawk • Roger & Judy 

Hawk • Adam Hawley • Joan 
M. Hax • Lena Hayden • 

Marlene Hayes • Constance 
L. Hays • Karen Heady • 
Constance Healy • Vic & 

Ruth Heckart • Anne Hedge 
• Dick & Jan Hedges • Jim 
Heeter • Mark Heitz & Lisa 

Hefner-Heitz • Lori L. Heikes 
• Tom Hein • Jessica Hellings 
• Jeanne T. Hemphill • Loring 

R. Henderson • David W. 
Henry • Elizabeth Henry • 

Ellen Henry • Kristin Henry • 
Michael & Arlis Henry • Gary 
P. Henson • Martha J. Herrick 
• Rudy & Deborah Herrmann 
• Gordon & Stephanie Herron 

• David Hertlein • Cheryl L. 
Hewitt • Gary Hicks • James 

C. Hicks • Greta Hiebert • 
Harvey & Alison Hiebert 

• Richard A Hiebsch • Bill 
Higgins • Stephen D. Hight 
• Garnett L. Hill • Ryan Hill 
• Gloria A. Hiller • Karen A. 
Hiller • Marilyn Hillix • Dick 
& Sue Himes • Harold Hiner 

• Christa Hines • Richard 
G. Hines • Rick & Mary 

Hines • Clinton R. Hinman 
• Ann Hirsch • Loren Hiss 
• Liz & John Hjalmarson • 

Chris Hobbs • Kevin Hobbs 
• Irvine & Ellen Hockaday • 
Michael Hockley • Barbara 
Hodge • Leslie Hodgson • 
Dayton T. Hodson • Anita 
G. Hoeme • Stacy & Kyle 
Hoeme • Gretta Hoffman 
• James & Lisa Hoffman • 

Jane & Patrick Hogan • Bruce 
Hogle • James Hohenbary 
III • Elizabeth E. Holliday 
• Mark Hollingsworth • 
Kathy L. Holmes • Harry 
& Virginia Holzle Fund 
at Topeka Community 
Foundation • David H. 

Homer • Leslie Hood • P. 
T. & David Hooge • Jan 

Hopkins • Barbara V. Hoppins 
• Glenn & Sandra Horton-
Smith • R. Carl Hoseney 
• KC & Amanda Hosey • 

Gordon House • Tabbatha 
Householder • Robert D. 

Hovey • Carol D. Howard • 
Cheryl Howard • David W. 
Howard • John C. Howard 
• Jo S. Howdeshell • Carol 
M. Howe • Phil H. Howe • 
Judith A. Hower • James 

F. Hoy • Emily A. Hrenchir 
• John D. Huchingson • 
Barbara Hudson • Kyle 

Hudson • Carolyn Huebner 
• Dan Huffman • Bill 

Hughes • Bob Hughes • 
Duane & Martha Huizenga 
• Katherine R. Hummels • 
William Humphrey • Lewis 
H. Humphreys Charitable 

Trust - Bank of America, n.a., 
Trustee • Duane Hund • Larry 
R. Hund • Christina M. Hurd 
• Amy Hurst • Shirley Hurt 
• Susan S. Hustead • Mark 
Hutchins • Neal Hutchins 
• Hutchinson Community 

Foundation • Matthew 
Hutchinson • 

Kira D. Hutchison
I

Brent Ibach • Mary & Carl 
Ice • Russell & Norva Icke 
• Impact Assets • Michael 
& Bonnie Ingram • Douglas 

Innes • Jeffrey Ippel • 
Barbara & David Isaacson • 

Joel Iwashige 
J

Paul D. Jackson • Trisha 
Jackson • Russ & Vickie 

Jacobs • Marion F. Jacques • 
Frank & Frances Jaderborg • 
Alison & Eric Jager/The Jager 
Family Foundation • Rebecca 
K. Jahelka • Kay A. James • 

Harriette Janke • Tanya Jantz 
• William & Merry January 
• Kenneth & Janet Janzen 
• Jamie Jarrett • JELMP 
Charitable Fund - Jewish 

Community Foundation of 
Greater KC • Alan Jenkins • 
William H. Jenkins • Alicia 

H. Jennings • Janet Jennings 
• Jeanie Jennings • Michael 

Jensen • Rita A. Jensen • 
David & Karen Jerabek • 

Tom & Melinda Jett • Kristi 
Jewell • Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater Kansas 
City • Jewish Federation of 
Omaha Foundation • John 
Jezak • Joe & Anne Jezak • 
Gary & Anne Jinks • Doug 

Johansen • Bianca Johnson 
• Bryan & Linda Johnson • 
Dan V. Johnson • Donna L. 

Johnson • Elvera & Duane 
Johnson • Ervalene M. 

Johnson • Jessie A. Johnson 
• Karen Johnson • Linda S. 
Johnson • Lynn R. Johnson 
• Robert B. Johnson • Kelly 
Johnston • Joyce Jonasson 
• Larry J. Jones • Matthew 

Jones • Sandra L. Jones 
• Steven & Karen Jones • 
Whitney Jones • Barbara 
Jordan • Paul R. Jordan • 

Victoria A. Jorgensen • Jim 
Jorns • Vicky Joyce • Donna 

June • Cody D. Jung
K

Laura C. Kahl • Anita & 
Donald Kaiser • Becky Kaiser 

• Eldor & Delores Kaiser • 
Laura Kaiser • Daniel R. Kalal 
• Kansas Beer Wholesalers 

Association Inc. • Kansas City 
Kansas Public Schools USD 
500 • James & Kelly Kaplan 
• Carol C. Karlin • Sam Karr 

• Elisabeth Kasckow • Kathy 
Kasper • Nancy Kassebaum 

Baker • Gary & Carole Kaster 
• Sharon Keane • Tony Keeler 

• Lauren Keene • Mark D. 
Keller • Howard Kelley • 
Stephen D. Kelly • Cindy 

Kemper & Steven Emerson 
• R.C. Kemper, Jr. Charitable 
Trust & Foundation • David 

W. Kennedy • Janice Kennedy 
& Brent Gordy • Jeff Kennedy 
& Patricia Gorham • Megan 
M. Kennelly • Ann Kenney • 

Joan Kenny • Andrew Kenyon 
• Fred & Nancy Kerr • Sharon 

L. Kessinger • Barbara 
Kessler • Michele Kessler & 
Owen Harbison • Lesley T. 

Ketzel • Karen Kidd • Karen 
L. Killough • Courtney King 
• Douglas K. King • Lucille 

C. King • Mary R. King • The 
Kingsbury Family Foundation 

• Hannah A. Kinmonth-
Schultz • Lynn Kinney • Bruce 

& Lenora Kinzie • Ingrid 
Kircher Nietfeld • Matthew 
W. Kirk • Julie & Mike Kirk 
• David E. Kirsch • Joni B. 

Kitzman • Dale A. Klahr  
Darrel Kleeman • James & 
Lisa Klein • Milada Klimes 
• Jeanne F. Klopfenstein 

• David & Bethany Klug • 
Stephen M. Knecht • Bryan 
Knight • James A. Knittel • 
Eric T. Knorr • Jim Koelliker 
• Chuck Koepke • John & 
Sharon Koepke • Vicki S. 

Kofender • Jerry Kolb • M. C. 
Kolm • Pat Konold • Hal B. 

Kopsa • Allen & Beth Kossoy 
• Linda J. Koster • Ian Kovach 

• Daniel & Tamera Kovacs 
• Tad & Margaret Kramar 
• Sandra & Greg Kramos • 
Tom & Jan Kreamer • Stan 

Krehbiel • Toni Kreitz • Erlene 
W. Krigel • Kristina M. Kriss 
• David & Roberta Kromm • 
Robert M. Kruger • Miriam 
S. Krum • Connie Kulbiski • 
Joe V. Kulbiski • Rita Kunkel 
• James B. Kunz • Carolyn & 

Bruce Kusmin • 
David & Carol Kyner

L
Jamie Ladner • Karen S. 

Laduex • Cynthia Lafferty 
• Gregory Laird • Nellie 
Lambley • Jacqueline M. 
Landahl • Kelly A. Landes 
• Robert L. Landzettel • 

Daniel & Jaime Lane • Laura 
Langham • Judy K. Langley 

• Kory Langner • Audrey 
& Asher Langworthy • 

James & Helen Laning • 
Beth Larsen • Einar Larsen 
• Larson Engineering Inc. 

• Carol & Tom Larson • Ed 
Larson • Ken & Lisa Larson 
• Cynthia J. Lash • Karen E. 
Lassman • Lattner Family 
Foundation • Steve Lauer 

• Beatrix Lawrence • Linda 
M. Lawson • Patricia & 

Douglas Lawson • John C. 
Leatherman • John & Joan 
Leavens • Bryan LeBar • 
Pat M. Lebsack • Justin 

Leck • Mary Beth & James 
LeCluyse • Jean Lee • Karen 
L. Lee • Clifford P. Leighton 

• Margaret M. Leighton • 
Myron & Tandy Leinwetter 

• Duane Leiter • Yoram 
Leitner & Cathy Woodring 

• Timothy & Galina Lelchuk 
• Robin L. Lemons • Ann M. 
Lento • Barbara L. Leonard 
• Esther Lerner • Adele B. 
Levi • James E. Lewis • Jill 

Lewis • Merrie Lewis & 
Mike Purdon • Rita Lewis 
• Norman & Vicki Lichti • 

John H. Liechty • Ed & Marg 
Lincoln • Gary Lincoln • Jean 
A. Linder • Sarah Lindsey • 

Lowell R. Lindstrom • Aaron 
Linscheid • Dennis Lipke • 
Wayne E. Lippman • Linda 
L. Lips • Janet M. Lister • 
Margaret & Steve Lister • 
Joan L. Little • Livestock 

Exchange LLC • Gary Lloyd • 
Tina Lloyd • Priscilla Lo Presti 

• Nigel J. Lock • Douglas & 
Linda Lockwood • Stephen 
L. Loczy III • Emily A. Loeb 

• Bobbie Loeffler & Tim Fey 
• Marguerite V. Lohrenz • 

Lonetta L. Lollar • Anne Long 
• Anne Longmuir • John Lord 
• Diane & Don Lowe • Robert 

Lowe • Mike Loyd • David 
& Pam Luedke • Robert 
M. Lundquist • Marjorie 
G. Lundy • Susan Lunte • 

Christopher & Lindsay Ly • 
James R. Lynch • Sharon G. 

Lynch • Mike & Linda Lyon • 
Ann H. Lyons • 

Bill & Peggy Lyons
M

Cathy A. Maassen • Sara Mac 
Donald • Joy G. Macherone 
• Susan Maendele • Sue C. 
Maes • Judith K. Major • 
James V. Malcolm • Frank 
J. Male • Deryck Malone 
• Janet Malpert • Skip & 

Vincent Mancini • Nathan 
Mann • Alissa J. Manske 
• Susan Marchant • Jack 

Marciniak • Carolyn V. 
Margheim • Mark Eisemann 
& Leslie Mark Family Fund 
of the Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater Kansas 
City • Kayla Markette • 

James & Patricia Marlett • 
Jan Marsh • Michael L. Marsh 
• Connie & Harold Marshall 
• James & Eileen Marshall • 
Jody & E. Katherine Marshall 

• Barbara & Keith Martin 
• Blanche Martin • Frank 

& Christine Martin • Helen 
Martin • Jerome T. Martin • 
Kristi L. Martin • Lee Martin 

• Martin, Pringle, Oliver, 
Wallace & Bauer, L.L.P. • Rex 

& Donna Martin • Edward 
A. Martinko • Jennifer 

Martinson • Janet E. Marts 
• James Mason & Helen 

Ehlers • Lorraine K. Mason 
• Linda L. Mason-Hutton 
• Katherine A. Massey • 
Terry & Cathy Matlack • 
Jeannine C. Matthews • 

Becky Maxwell • Douglas R. 
May • Myrna May • Timothy 

Mayfield • Barry & Cindy 
Mayhew • Storme Maynard 

• Linda McBride • Steven 
L. McCabe • Laura & Ron 

McCall • Diane E. McCallum 
• Sherri McConnell • Mary F. 
McCormick • Karen & John 

McCulloh • Susan McDaneld 
• Deborah K. McDaniel • 

Monica L. McDaniel • James 
& Ellen McDermott • Rick & 

Mindy McDermott Charitable 
Fund • G. W. McDonald Jr. 
• Katie McDonald • John 
M. McEachern • Rebecca 

McElroy • John C. McFadden 
• Anna McGill • Jay McGriff 
• Deni McHenry • Charles 

& Joanne McIlwaine 
Foundation • Thomas & 

Kathryn McKee • William 
R. McKeighan • Dana 

McKenney • Rickey W. 
McKenzie • Sue McKinney 

• Carole P. McKnight • 
Lisa McLendon • Virginia 

McLoughlin • Michael 
McMahon • Craig & Terri 

McManus • Beth D. McMillen 
• Kerry K. McMillen • Karen 

L. McNerney • Mary L. 
McNiel • James & Diana 

McPhail • Larry J. McPherson 
• Regina McQuiller • 

Deborah L. McVey • Gordon 
McWilliams • Nancy 

McWilliams • Beverly F. 
Meadows • Scott Meinking 
• Craig Mellinger & Barbara 

Dinneen • Lou & Angie 
Menard • George Mendez • 
Kirsten Menn • Jack Mercer 
• Bill H. Meredith • Merrill 

Charitable Foundation • 
Virginia U. Merrill • Robin 
C. Merritt • Marjory Metz 

• Mary L. Michaelis • 
Rebecca D. Mickelberg • 
Paul Middleton & Marsha 
Hansen • Helen M. Miles • 
Beth A. Miller • Cheryl K. 

Miller • Chris & Steven Miller 
• Dusty L. Miller • Gina Miller 

• Helen Miller • J. E. Miller 
• John & Ellen Miller • John 
& Rachel Miller • Kenneth 

& Paula Miller • Laura Miller 
• Marilyn Miller • Mark D. 

Miller • Mark Miller & Julie 
Sager Miller • Nancy L. Miller 

• Sharon L. Miller • Kirsten 
Mills • Michael T. Mills • 
Charlotte Milne • Gary J. 

Minden • Jeannetta L. Miner 
• James Minton • Teresa 
Minton • Mission Valley 
Hunt Club • The Mistler 

Family Foundation • Ruth M. 
Mitchel • Colleen Mitchell • 
Joyce A. Mitchell • Marilyn 
S. Mitchener • Janet Mody 
• Melinda Moeller • Philip 
Moffitt • Donald L. Moler 
• Jan A. Montague • Beth 

Montelone • John M. Moon 
• Darrell & Patricia Moore 
• Ginevera Moore & Mark 
McGrory • Irene Moore • 
Martin Moore & Durand 

Reiber Charitable Fund of the 
Douglas County Community 
Foundation • Kim & Cindy 
Moore • Nancy E. Moore 
• Owen Moore • Susan 

Moran • Allison Mordan • 

Alton A. Morey • Arthur R. 
Morford • Kevin & Carol 

Morgan • Mary L. Morgan • 
Susan Morgenthaler • Julie 
Morrand • Harold Morris • 

Lee Morris • William Morris 
& Gail Williams • Janet 

Morrison • John Morrison 
• David & Nancy Morrow • 

Rich Morse • Mosby Lincoln 
Foundation • Julie Moulden • 
Cheryl Mozykowski • Berneil 

R. Mueller • Margaret A. 
Muenzenberger • Dan & 
Terry Mulhern • Kathleen 

M. Muller • Ed & Elizabeth 
Mullins • Carol F. Mundy • 
Ezequiel Munoz • Michael 
J. Murphy • Phil & Cherri 
Murray • Joyce A. Murrell 
• Museum of Prairiefire • 

Elizabeth Musoke-Flores • 
Tom J. Muth • Deb Myers 
• Julian Myers • Melodee 
Myers • Mark C. Myron 

N
 Marjorie W. Nash • Sanford 
Nathan & Kirsten Zerger • 

National Christian Foundation 
Heartland • National 

Philanthropic Trust • Starlene 
K. Nearhood • Dan A. Neely 
• Rhonda Nehring • Barbara 
K. Nelson • Jimmy F. New • 
Nicole Newcomer • Randy 

& Julie Newcomer • Jennifer 
Newell • Kristi Newland • 
Shirley A. Ney • Jane M. 

Nichols • Virginia A. Nichols 
• Bill & Julie Nicholson • 
Kenneth & Gayle Nicolay 

• Carol B. Nielsen • Sara & 
Mike Niemann • Nicolas & 

Caroline Nierenberg • Ward 
& Pat Nippert • Miriam 

Nofsinger • Sandra & Stan 
Nolind • Arthur G. Nonhof 
• Kevin B. Nooney • Eric 

& Carolyn Norberg • Mari 
Nordyke • Diana Norris • 
Barbara Northcutt • Gary 
E. Northwall • Steven & 
Elizabeth Nurre • Linda 

Nussbaum • Judy D. Nystrom

Continued on next page....LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.
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O

Berl & Christine Oakley • Marjorie J. 
Obermeier • Sara & David O'Connell/

What Matters 2 Us Fund • James 
O'Connor • Abigail Oelschlaeger 

• Brigid O'Hara & Michael Leahy • 
Michael O'Hare • William L. Old • 
Ellen O'Leary • Marty & Randolph 
Oliver • Dawn W. Olney • Jeff & 

Sharon Olofson • Edwin G. Olson • 
Mark & Robin Olson • Nancy Y. Olson 

• Eugene & Jane O'Neil • Hugh L. 
O'Neill • Debra O'Quinn • James L. 
Orange • Harry D. Orbison • Wendy 
A. Ornelas-Condia • John E. Oroke 
• Lois Orth-Lopes & Steve Lopes • 
David L. Ostrodka • Janet Otting • 
Carol E. Oukrop • Orbie R. Overly 
• Ellyn Owen • Jeremy Owings • 

Shirley M. Oyster
P

 Mary Alice Pacey • Karen & David 
Pack • David Paden & Janet Mosser • 
John Paden • Harirajan Padmanabhan 

• Nitin V. Pai • Terryl A. Pajor • 
Bill Pallett • Chris Palmer • Fred 

Palmer • Richard Pancake • David 
P. Parker • Dwight & Lisa Parman • 
The Parmelee Foundation • Lynn L. 
Parrish • Donn W. Parson • Thomas 

F. Patten II • Matthew Patterson 
• Donna A. Patton • Linda Paugh 
• Ellen Paulsen • Sonia & Nathan 
Paulson • Tracy Payne • Kathleen 
Pearse • Judith & Francis Pease • 

Deb Peavler • Barbara Peck • Michael 
M. Peleg • Jacob F. Penner • Keith 

& Sharon Penner • Michael Pepoon 
• Joan Perez • Christina Perrin • Joe 

P. Perry • Robert Perry • Joan G. 
Peschka • Jerome T. Peterie • Carol & 
Roger Peters • Mary Peters • Thomas 
Peters & Barbara Michener • R. Scott 

Petersen • Jane Peterson • Mark & 
Joyce Peterson • Glenn Pettengill & 

Rita Pieper • Scott Pettigrew • James 
N. Pettit • Gianfranco Pezzino • Bill & 
Cynthia Pfannenstiel • James Pfister 

• Gerald Phifer • David M. Philbrook • 
Cary Phillips • Jerry L. Phillips • Bill & 
Linda Phillips • Barbara Pickel • John 
& Ardith Pierce • Piersol Foundation, 
Inc. • Bill & Virginia Pilchard • Diana 

Pillar • Alfred & Monica Pitzner • 

Deb Y. Plopa • Elizabeth Plotner • 
Jan Pollet • Susan E. Pommerenke • 
Barbara K. Poresky • Joan Porsch • 
Eileen W. Porter • Marla K. Porter • 
Robert D. Porter • Thomas A. Porter 

• Paul Post & Kay Kelly • Tom E. 
Pott • Eric M. Potter • Gary & JoAnn 
Pottorff • Daniel P. Poull • Dennis L. 
Powell • Bobbie A. Pray • Diane K. 
Prellwitz • Barbara K. Pressgrove • 

Dana Preusch • Paul & Sheila Prince 
• Theodore & Sara Prince • Karl 

Prinslow • L. M. & Brenda Prouty 
• Kirsten S. Provance • Kathryn B. 
Pruessner • Janis Pukach • Amy 

L. Puku • Edith Pulscak • Maureen 
Purcell & David Hustead • 

Aman Purewal
Q

Shadi Qandil • Lillian M. Quiring 
R

Michael & Usha Rafferty • R. Martin 
Railsback • Bartlett W. Ramsey • 
Christopher L. Ramsey • Michael 
K. Ramsey • Gloria Raney & Doug 

Denning • Rachelle C. Rasing 
Patterson • Noel Rasor • Betty 

Rassette • Linda S. Ray • Steve Ray 
• Miles J. Raymond • Sullivan Read 

& Maureen Scribner-Read • Ann 
Readey • Jane Reagan • Ann M. 

Reddy • Jeanne G. Redick • Patty 
& Jerry Reece • Cynthia J. Reed • 
Jerry D. Rees • Connie S. Reese • 

Linda Refer • Joan Reiber • Camille 
& Gerald Reid • Laura & John Reilly 

• Susan Reimer • Cathy A. Reinhardt 
• Don & Pat Reinhold • Steve & 
Pamela Reiz • Richard S. Rempel 
• Renaissance Charitable • Ron & 
Roberta Renz • Linda J. Reppell • 
Alejandra Reyes • Jill I. Reynolds 
• Lin & Roger Rhoades • Thad & 

Ashley Rhodes • Ethel & Raymond 
F. Rice Foundation • Nancy Richard • 
Dallas & Sharon Richards • Kathryn 

Richardson & Bruce North • Tom 
Richardson & Phoebe Orr-Richardson 

• Harold & Ila Rickards • Deborah 
Rieb • Joe Riedl • Wilma Rife • Bill 
& Erma Riley • Christopher M. Riley 

• Patricia E. Riley • Ruth Rinehart 
• The Family of Martha E. Killian • 
Mike & Kathy Riordan • Kristin W. 
Riott • Lauren Ritterbush & Brad 

Logan • Katherine Rivard • RLS 
Illumination Fund • Bonnie K. Roark • 
Mark & Kathy Robbins • Anice Robel 

• Richard & Gail Roberson • David 
Roberts • Mike & Carol Roberts • 
William W. Roberts • Christine M. 

Robertsen • Reed J. Robinson • Sally 
Robinson • Nancy Jean & Michael 

Rockers • Ruth Rodden • Kim Roddis 
• Darrel J. Rodecap • Julie & Len 

Rodman • Harold & Kathy Roesler • 
Ben & Mary Rogers • Donna Rogers 
• Stephen Rogers • Cheryl & Lewis 

Roht • The Darrel & Dee Rolph Family 
Fund at The Signatry • Barbara K. 
Roos • Nathan E. Root • Rose Hill 

USD 394 • David & Amy Rose • Trish 
Rose • Fern K. Rosenberg • Penney 
Rosendale • Nancy D. Rosen-James 

• Alan D. Roskam • John H. Ross 
III • Alice G. Ross • David K. Ross 

• Dawn Ross • Novelene G. Ross • 
Rebecca A. Ross • Roberta Ross • 

Shari Ross • Elizabeth Roth • Nancy 
Roth • Vern Rourke • Leonore Rowe 
• Kenneth Rowen • Rosella Royer • 
Marjorie Rudman Cooper & Steven 
Cooper • Norman & Laurie Rue • 

Virginia M. Ruedebusch • Dolores K. 
Ruffolo • David & Betty Ruhlen • Ron 
Ruhnke • S. J. & William Rule • Janice 

D. Russell • Tracy & Russ Russo 
• Rebecca Rutledge • Rick & Kim 

Rutter • Bonnie Ruzich • 
Rebecca A. Ryan • Joan Ryder 

S
Daniel Saale • Lesa & John Sailor 
• William R. Saltmarsh • Bruce & 

Barbara Salvaggio • Karen L. Salyers 
• David R. Samuelson • Charles W. 
Sanders Jr. • Chris Sanders • Diane 
S. Sanders • Stephen J. Sanders • 

Art & Carolyn Sandquist • David & 
Lois Sauer • Bob & Alanes Sawin • 
Ruth Sawin • Sayler Enterprises • 
John L. Sayler • Charles & Dorcas 

Scalet • Judith Scammon • Chelsey 
S. Scanland • Don & Janice Schaeffer 

• Jane E. Schaible • Jo Scharff • 
Angie & Gus Scharnhorst • Leo 
& Joy Schell • Janine Schenck • 

Cynthia & Robert Schendel • Matt 
A. Scherer III • Brenda K. Schewe 

• Angela T. Schieferecke • Eldon & 
Karen Schierling • Bob Schifferdecker 

• Richard Schindler • Stuart A. 
Schlemmer • Larry M. Schlosser 
• Janet Schlotzhauer • Anthony 

Schmidt Family Foundation • Menno 
& Doris C. Schmidt Endowed Fund 

of the Hutchinson Community 
Foundation • John Schmidt • Mary 

E. Schmidt • Holly S. Schmitt • 
Sondra L. Schmittgens • Diana C. 

Schnapp • Ashley E. Schneider 
• Greg & Linda Schnose • Mark 

Schonwetter • A. J. Schowengerdt 
• Richard & Patricia Schroder • Kim 
R. Schroeder • Richard N. Schrum • 
Charles & Kari Schultz • Elizabeth 
A. Schultz • Charles S. Schutte • 

Schwab Charitable Fund • Carolyn 
A. Schwab • Molly Schwab • AJ & 
Jane Schwartz • Roni Schwartz • F. 
W. Scott • Roberta G. Scritchfield • 
Terry Scruggs • Marcia Scurfield • 
Roger & Lanette Scurlock • David 

Seamon • Justyn Sease • Richard & 
Martha Seaton • Richard H. Seaton 

Jr. • K. Celeste Seay • Kathleen 
Sebelius • Doug & Nancy Sebelius 
• Paul A. Seib • Scott Seirer • Larry 

& Susan Seitz • William Sells • 
Marilyn Senter • Donald Setser 
• Emelia A. Seubert • Joseph & 
Michele Sevcik • Susan Sexton 

Cooley & Michael Cooley • Valetta 
K. Seymour • Deborah Shaddy • 
Zachary H. Shafran • Herbert & 

Cynthia Shanks • Kay A. Shanks • 
Anne Shaw • Bradley A. Shaw • 

Michael H. Shaw • Douglas Sheafor 
• Margaret L. Sheen • Jill Shelley & 

David Baldwin • Jack & Mimi Shellito 
• Judith Shelton • Xinglei Shen • John 

& Marny Sherman • Mary Shields 
• Thomas M. Shields • William M. 
Shimeall • Karen Shotwell • Allan 
Shoup • Joanne Shoup • Elisabeth 
& Steve Shouse • James Showalter 
• Jeffrey R. Shugart • Mark Siebert 
• Donald Signor • Jack Sills • John 
A. Simmering • Danny A. Simon • 
Fred & Sharon Simpson • Terry A. 
Sinclair • Mark & Debra Singer • 

Mary Singleton & Debra McArthur • 
Lillian & Fred Six • Marilyn Sjogren 
• Dana T. Skabelund • Marjorie & 

Barry Skikne • Gregory E. Skinner • 
Linda S. Skinner • Timothy L. Skinner 

• Ben Skrainka & Selina Petosa • 
Caleb Skulskie • Deanna Skultety • 
Robert Slemmons • Richard & Jane 
Slimon • Timothy R. Sloan • Frank T. 

Slovick • B. Ellen Smith • Barrie Smith 
• Deborah Smith & Robert Hagen 
• Eloise L. Smith • Jessie Smith • 

Jim Smith • Kent & Sharon Smith • 
Marilyn S. Smith • Marilyn Smith • 

Mark Smith • Mark D. Smith • Roger 
& Janan Smith • Roger D. Smith • 

Donald D. Snethen • Nancy Snyder 
• Ruth G. Snyder • Betsey & Rick 

Solberg • Lowell E. Solien • Karen & 
Jeffrey Soller • John F. Sommerauer 

• Sosland Foundation • Marylee 
Southard • Southern Kansas Brittany 
Club • Southwestern College • Karen 

Sowers • Ann Spangler • Denise 
Speer • Robert W. Spencer • Perry 

Sprague • Janet K. Sprecker • Keith A. 
Springer • Kristie K. Stafford • E. A. & 
Mary Louise Stahl • John Stambaugh 
• Jeanette L. Stamm • Gary Stangler 

• Noel & Marie Stanton • Linda 
Stark • Jeffrey Statland • Anne & 
Peter Stauffer • Janet Stauffer • 

John H. Stauffer • Ruth Stauffer • 
Vernabelle Stayrook • Eddie & Savilla 

Stegall • Thomas & Betsey Stehm 
• Barbara Stephens • John & Peg 

Stephens • Larry Stephens • Betty 
C. S. Sterling • Daniel & Ann Stern 
Fund of the Jewish Community Fo 
• Doug & Kathy Stevens • John & 
Linda Stewart • Barbara Stewart • 
John Stewart • John & Martha Jane 
Stewart • Taylor Stewart • Dan A. 
Stickel • Robert J. Stilley III/Stilley 

Family Fund • Ray Stites • Stephanie 
& Greg Stollsteimer • Gerald A. 

Stoltenberg • James & Chong Stone 
• Paul E. Stoner • Kaitlynn Stout • 
Mikel L. Stout • Fern E. Straight • 

Glen R. Stramel • Patricia M. Stratton 
• Catherine Stricker • Jane Stricker 
• Joan C. Strickler • Linda Strieby • 
Jim Strine • Eric & Ruth Stromberg 
• Corene I. Stroup • Kathy Stucky • 

Rita J. Stucky • Bill & Bo Stueck/The 
Stueck Family Foundation • Thomas 
Stybr • Mary Summers • Thomas & 
Carolyn Summers • Eliza K. Sundahl 

• Marshall & Sara Sundberg • 
Sunderland Foundation • Kent W. 

Sunderland • Stephanie Sutherland 
• Bill Sutton • Ron Svaty • Michelle 
E. Swain • Ellen E. Sward • Becky 
L. Swart • Marsa Swatzell • Betsy 

A. Sweeney • Ann Swegle & Robert 
Leake • Daniel & Katherine Swenson 

• Donna Swenson • Heather Sybesma 
• Susan Symons

T
Deana & Gordon Talbert • Gail 

N. Taliaferro • Talon Group LLC • 
Patricia & George Taplin • Jasmyne 
Tarbert • Stephen D. Tarver • James 
& Betty Taylor • Joe Taylor • Patricia 

Taylor • Kelly L. Taylor-Bhagat & 
Sne Bhagat • Marilyn Tesh • Elliott 
Teters • Kenneth & Doranne Tewell 
• Texas Instruments Foundation • 

Susan Thacker • Jon & Joan Thayer 
• Jennifer L. Thayer-Wood • Jim 
Thilking • Allen Thoeni • Victoria 

Thomas & Roger Lambson • Brent 
Thomas • Cheryl & Charlie Thomas 

• Roger A. Thomas • Gregory & Julia 
Thompson • Gretchen L. Thompson 

• Linda G. Thompson • Max C. 
Thompson • Mike E. Thompson • 
Jamie T. Thornton • Larry L. Tice • 

Thomas Tilden • Benjamin & Marilyn 
Tilghman • Cindy Tillman • Charla 

Tilton • Constance L. Timmons 
• Lisa Tironi • Winona Toburen • 
Kent Tomlinson • Christopher M. 
Toomajian • Topeka Community 
Foundation • Mary A. Torrence • 

Kenneth Torres • Stephen & Joanne 
Tramel • Patrick & Theresa Trapp • 

Cheryl Trayford • David & Rita Tripp 
• Grace G. Troeh • Dale & Vickie 

Trott • Linda & Kermit Trout • Linda 
S. Troutfetter • Don & Mary Troyer • 

Janice M. Tucker • Stephanie Turner & 
Randall Fleming • Austin H. Turney • 
Roy & Carolyn Turney • Fred Tweet 

U
Elizabeth & George Ulbrick • Nancy 

Ulrich & Carl Gallagher • UMB Bank • 
Thomas H. Underwood • United Way 
of Greater Kansas City • Grace Unruh 

• LeRoy & Trish Unruh • 
Patricia Urban

V
James L. Vacek • Dennis A. Vahsholtz 

• Thomas A. Valentine • Lynn & 
Marjorie Van Buren • Heather E. Van 

Dyke • Keith F. Van Horn • John B. 
Van Saun • Anthony Vandervoorn 
• Vanguard Charitable • Martha A. 

Vanier • Richard & Karen Varner 
• Sue Vartuli • Sheldon Vazquez • 

Cheryl Veazey • Alice & Gayle Vernon 
• Gail Vessels • Janet Vetter • Regis 

L. Vialle • Frank Victor • Eric Vidoni • 
Robert Vidulich & Diane Sachs • Julia 

Vieg • Joanne & David Vodonick • 
Terry & Brenda Volz • Annette Voth 

& Daryl Regier • Eric A. Voth • 
Donald & Dolores Vought

W
Joe & Marianne Wachter • Alan 
& Debra Wagoner • Paul & Mary 

Wagoner • Jennifer Waldeck • 
Connie J. Walker • Elizabeth K. 

Walker • Glenna S. Walker • John & 
Kathy Walker • John & Debby Walker 
• Kristen Walker • Renee F. Walker • 

Kevin Wall • Dwane & Velma Wallace 
Foundation • Shana R. Wallace • 

Walmart Foundation • Irene Walsh 
• Brett E. Walter • Danny & Janeen 
Walters • Deanna Walters • Joann 

Walters • John & Janet Walters • Rita 
J. Walton • Everett L. Ward • Mike 
Waring • J. L. Warren • Regina N. 

Wasson • Randy Waters • Donald K. 
Watkins • Kate Waynick • Anne M. 
Weaver • Oliver Weaver • Robert F. 

Weaver • Jeni & Eric Webb • Wallace 
Weber • George E. Weeks • Wegner 
Family Foundation • Meleda Wegner 

Lowry & John Lowry • Audrey V. 
Wegst • Kevin & Susan Weiberg • 
Patricia Weiler • Steven & Rochele 

Weilert • Tom & Jane Weilert • Alice 
M. Weis • Andie & Keith Weisz • 
Connie Weldon • Alyson Wells • 
Christina Wells • Elizabeth Wells 
• Ruth Welti • William Welton • 

Eugene & Shirley Wendt • Kirsta D. 
Wentworth • Alan & Jan Wentz • 

Stephen & Randee Werts • Sydney 
West • Thomas J. Westerman • David 

& Pam Western • Nick Westman 
• Phyllis G. Westover • Sue J. 

Wettstaed • Frank & Helen Wewers 
• David N. Wexler • Julie D. Wheeler 
• Len A. Wheeler • Jerry Whetstone 

• Marcie K. Whinery • Allison W. 
White • Drew White • Jeff T. White • 
Susan M. White • Margo E. Whitlock 

• Janet G. Whitman • Charles W. 
Whitmore • Susan Wickiser • Audrey 

Wiegmann • Douglas V. Wilcox • 
Melissa Wilcox • Kevin L. Wilder 
• Mike & Linda Wildgen • John 
& Tonya Wildin • John C. Wildin 
• John & Michele Wilinski • Kelly 
M. Wilkening • Debbie & Kevin 

Wilkerson • Karen Willey & Scott 
Eudaly • Mary Jo Williams Charitable 

Trust • Nicholas A. Willis • Betty J. 
Willits • Lloyd & Beth Wilson • Annie 
B. Wilson • Careth A. Wilson • Janice 

Wilson • Kerri J. Wilson • Lauren J. 
Wilson • Linda F. Wilson • Margaret 

Wilson • Nan Wilson • Phillip G. 
Wilson • Sandra C. Wilson • Shari L. 

Wilson • Holly Winchell • John & Sue 
Wine • Carroll S. Winegardner • Greg 
& Dina Wingfield • Martin A. Winkler 

• Paul Winterman • Elizabeth & 
Charles Wissel • Donald & Janice 
Wissman • Jane Withee Hebert • 

Thomas W. Wojtech • Curtis J. Wolf 
• Larry E. Wolgast • Hoyt H. Wood 

Jr. • Donald Wood • Gary C. Wood • 
Lauren Wood • The Thomas & Sally 
Wood Family Foundation • Vivian L. 
Wood • Barbara Woods • Clifford 

H. Wormcke • Brandon W. Wright • 
Cora Wright • Virginia A. Wulfkuhle • 
Maria Wurtenberger • Gary Wyatt • 
Margaret P. Wyatt • William & Judith 

Wynne • Sarah Wyrick 
Y

Judith B. Yale • Craig & Mary Yorke • 
Lauren R. Yoshinobu • Nancy Yost • 

Barbara Youmans • Carolyn B. Young 
• Jim Young 

Z
Roger & Dorothy Zellers • Linda & 

John Zempel • John Zhou • Donna W. 
Ziegnhorn • Aline & Chip Zimmer • 

Dan Zimmerman • Ina K. Zimmerman 
• Leslie & Donna Zimmerman • 

Catherine A. Zimmermann • 
Zoglin Family Fund 

We make every effort to ensure 
that our donor list is correct, but 

occasionally errors occur. 
If we have inadvertently left off your 
name, please accept our apologies 

and inform us of the mistake by calling 
(785) 233-4400.

LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.
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The Nature Conservancy in Kansas
2420 NW Button Road
Topeka, KS 66618

THE PRAIRIE ECOLOGIST IN KANSAS  Daddy longlegs, rough green snake, and Eastern box turtle on the Elk River Trail, near Independence, 
Kansas; regal fritillary butterfly at Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in Strong City, Kansas. All four photos © Chris Helzer. Chris Helzer is director of 
science for The Nature Conservancy in Nebraska. He raises awareness about the value of prairies and prairie conservation through his photography, 
writing, and presentations. You can read his blog at PrairieEcologist.com. 


